
DEDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held at 7:30pm at the Old School Room, Hempton on 

Wednesday 20 November 2024. 

Present: Cllr H Oldfield (Chair), N ap Simon, M Cox, N Mylne, J Norton, S O’Neill, M Robinson, N Smith, C 

Snashall, M Swadling, T Timms and J Watts Also, present: Cherwell District Cllr D Rogers, Parish Clerk, 2 

members of the public, and a Deddington News Representative.  

214/24 Apologies: Cllr A Collins and County Cllr A Fatemian. 

215/24 Declarations of Interest 
General Interest: 
Cllrs M Cox and S O’Neill 222/24 Finance and General Purposes report item j) Tree works – Satin 
Lane Allotments, as allotment holders. 
Cllr M Cox 222/24 Finance and General Purposes report item m) Surface water overflow and entrance 
to Castle Grounds, due to knowing the member of the public concerned. 
Cllr M Cox, H Oldfield 226/24 Planning Report item a) 24/01779/LB 1- 4 Almshouses, Church Street, 
Deddington, as DCE trustees 227/24 
Cllr S O’Neill 227/24 registered a pecuniary interest in 24/024542/F Land adjoinng and west of 
Stonecroft House 
Cllr M Cox and Cllr S O’Neill 228/24 Environment and Recreation report item b) Request from 
allotment holder for a ‘6x6’ greenhouse, as allotment holders. 
Cllr J Watts 228/24 Environment and Recreation report item g) Stonepits Allotments inspection. 

216/24 Minutes:  
Cllr J Watts proposed, Cllr C Snashall seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous 
by those in attendance) that the minutes of the meeting held on 16 October were a true record of the 
meeting, with the following amendment: Cllr S O’Neill declared a pecuniary rather than general 
interest in 207/24 Large Scale Development Working Group Report item c) Poplars, and did not 
declare an interest in 206/24 Planning Report item c) 24/02567/LB and 24/02566/F Clifton Mill, Main 
Street, Clifton. 

217/24 Matters arising from the minutes and not referred to later on the agenda: Cllr M Robinson to 
contact Clerk via email to discuss cyber security. 

218/24 Co-option of Councillor: Cllr H Oldfield proposed, Cllr N Mylne seconded the motion and the Council 
RESOLVED (unanimous) to co-opt Nick Smith on to the Council. 

219/24 10 Minute Open Forum: A Hempton resident addressed the Council to express their view that the 
proposed build-outs in Hempton should go ahead, and to express their thanks to Council regarding 
their support on this issue.  

220/24 County Cllr A Fatemian update: None. 

221/24 District Cllr D Rogers update: See 225/24. 

222/24 Finance and General Purposes report. 
a) Sign off Internal control checklist – February 2024. 
b) To consider income and expenditure to date alongside 2024/25 budget. Considered 

satisfactory. 
c) Library request for funding. Request received from the library for annual contribution, due to 

inadequate funding from OCC. The possibility of using S106 money on running costs rather than 
just capital projects was discussed. Cllr J Watts suggested the possibility of re-locating the library 
to an alternative location, such as the Windmill Centre, in order to cut costs. The Council 
discussed how the current central location of the library benefits the elderly people in the village 
and the primary school. A library partnership meeting with OCC has been scheduled to discuss 
building maintenance. Possibility of adding the requested contribution on to the precept discussed. 
It was felt that, should the Council favour this route, parishioners should first be surveyed for their 
opinion. Various initiatives are ongoing regarding fundraising. Further discussion concerned 
potential join-up with neighbouring Parish Councils whose residents also make use of Deddington 
Library. 

d) Review of first draft budget 2025/26. Draft considered satisfactory. Any further suggestions to 
be sent to the Clerk by the end of November. A formal resolution will be brought to the December 
meeting. Currently appears there will be around a 4.5% increase on the whole precept amount, 
which equates to approximately £4 extra per year. Current figures do not yet take into account 
new houses. 

e) Maintenance contract for the AWC. Three quotes requested but have not heard back. Clerk to 
contact other local owners of all-weather courts to request details of their contractors.  



f) Anti-sexual Harassment Policy. Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr J Watts seconded the motion and 
the Council RESOLVED (11 for, 1 abstention) to adopt the anti-sexual harassment policy. 

g) Barclays bank accounts. Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr N Smith seconded the motion and the 
Council RESOLVED (8 for, 3 abstentions, 1 against) to start the process of closing the Barclays 
bank accounts (and opening a new account), except for the Imprest account, due to the bank’s 
stance on fossil fuels. The Clerk made the Council aware that this would take some time. 

h) Virtual meeting and proxy voting consultation. Although preference is for in-person meetings, 
virtual meetings are a good option for emergencies. Cllr S O’Neill proposed, Cllr C Snashall 
seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (10 for, 2 abstentions) that the council will 
respond to the consultation stating that the Council support the option for virtual meetings and 
proxy voting. 

i) Clifton Road signs. Money has been raised for this locally. Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr J Watts 
seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (11 for, 1 abstention) to contribute £325 and 
allow use of Coat of Arms on new Clifton Road signs, subject to all of the correct permissions 
being granted. 

j) Tree works – Satin Lane Allotments. Site visit to be arranged with the Clerk. Cllr C Snashall 
proposed, Cllr T Timms seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) to 
proceed with additional tree works at Satin Lane Allotments at a cost of up to £400.  

k) Oxfordshire Councils charter. Cllr H Oldfield proposed, Cllr J Watts seconded the motion and 
the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) to sign the Oxfordshire Councils charter. 

l) Membership Allowance Scheme. Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr M Cox seconded the motion and 
the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) to continue with the historic practice in this parish of not 
claiming any allowances. Council to review the wording regarding this over the next year, due to 
potential for Councillors with childcare needs to claim childcare costs. 

m) Surface water overflow at entrance to Castle Grounds. No one claims ownership of the land 
where overflow from the town drain during heavy rain creates limited flooding. The adjoining 
resident is happy to contribute financially towards any work undertaken. Suggested Council should 
seek estimates for installing a 12 inch pipe from a manhole in the resident’s property to the exit of 
the drain into a ditch. Concern was expressed about raising expectations regarding other flooding 
issues in the Parish. Discussion regarding whether it is the role of DPC to undertake the work 
when they do not own the land, and whether English Heritage would have any comment due to the 
proximity to the ancient monument. Planning permission might be required. It was also suggested 
the money could be better spent in other areas of the Parish. Cllr J Watts proposed, Cllr M Cox 
seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (6 for, 2 against, 4 abstentions) to not 
undertake any action regarding the surface water overflow at the entrance to Castle Grounds, with 
the resident to be informed by letter. 

n) Printing costs – EV charging and Winter planning. Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr S O’Neill 
seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) to approve costs of up to £150 for 
EV charging and Winter planning. Thanks expressed to all who have volunteered to deliver the 
leaflets. 

o) Deddington and Hempton Speed Watch signage. Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr T Timms 
seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) to approve costs of up to £600 for 
Deddington and Hempton Speed Watch signage. 

p) Emergency planning – salt spreader and leafleting. Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr J Watts 
seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) to approve costs of up to £200 for 
emergency planning salt spreader for Clifton. 

q) Emergency Plan and Winter Plan. Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr M Swadling seconded the 
motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) formally to accept the Emergency Plan and 
Winter Plan. 

r) Meeting venues for 2025, and update on December 2024 venue. December 2024 meeting to 
be held at the Windmill Centre – venue location to be updated online. The Council approved the 
list of meeting venues for 2025.  

s) Bow top gate in Adventure Playground. Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr M Robinson seconded 
the motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) to appoint contractor A at a cost of up to 
£1,300 for the bow top gate in the Adventure Playground. 

t) Hempton Gate, Wimborn Close path. Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr T Timms seconded the 
motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) to appoint contractor A at a cost of up to £5,000 
for the path connecting Hempton Gate to Wimborn Close play area. 

u) Wimborn Close and Welford’s Piece play area upgrades. Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr M 
Robinson seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) to appoint contractor A 



at a cost of up to £21,160 +VAT for the Wimborn Close play area. Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr M 
Swadling seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) to appoint contractor A 
at a cost of up to £29,778 +VAT for Welford’s Piece play area. 

v) Outer Bailey from Betty’s bench to the mound. Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr ap Simon 
seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) to close the outer bailey from 
Betty’s bench to the mound for health and safety reasons.  

223/24 Approval of invoices: Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr S O’Neill seconded the motion and the Council 
RESOLVED (unanimous) that the October Imprest account invoices with a total of £497.09 and the 
November current account invoices with a total of £13,866.91 be approved for payment. £1,395 
monies were received.  

224/24 Report upon the investment of the Council’s Funds as at 31 October 2024. 
Account Balance Interest Notice Matures 
Current 62,269.64  Current  
Imprest 9,019.68  Imprest  
Unity Trust Bank 104.94  Current  
Unity Trust Bank 87,947.96 *2.75% Savings *rate change from 5 

November 2.6% 
Redwood Bank 90,420.26 3.75% 95 Day Notice Opened August 

2019 
Cambridge and 
Counties 

85,000.00 5.21% 1-year fixed deposit 14 August 2025 

United Trust Bank 85,000.00 5.01% 1-year fixed deposit 23 May 2025 
Skipton Building Society 92,593.74 4.40% 1-year fixed deposit 27 May 2025 
Total 512,356.22    

 

225/24 District Cllr D Rogers update: Written report received. CDC very keen that precept requests are 
sent in on time. An update was provided regarding the draft Local Plan, which is now in the public 
domain, and will hopefully go to Examination Spring 2025. DPC expressed thanks to CDC staff for 
collection of rubbish following the Parish litter pick and many thanks to the Parish litter pickers.  

226/24 Planning Report. 
Applications 
a) 24/01779/LB 1- 4 Almshouses, Church Street, Deddington. Removal of existing slate tiles, 

replace battens and insultation and replace tiles. Cllr S O’Neill proposed, Cllr J Watts seconded 
the motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) no objection. 

b) 24/02743/TCA 5 New Street, Deddington. Tree works. Application already approved. 
c) 24/02730/F Sunnyside, Main Street, Clifton. Remove conservatory and erect single storey rear 

extension. Cllr S O’Neill proposed, Cllr M Swadling seconded the motion and the Council 
RESOLVED (unanimous) no objection. 

d) 24/02755/F Deddington Mill, Milton Gated Road. Erection of a separate single storey office 
annexe at the end of the garden ancillary to Deddington Mill. Cllr S O’Neill proposed, Cllr M 
Swadling seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) no objection. 

e) 24/02892/M106 Land South of Home Farm House, Clifton Road, Deddington. Modification to 
Section 106 dated 22nd July 2020 attached to 21/01278/REM – amend the tenure of the five 
affordable units to discounted market sale housing with the proposed discount to be agreed with 
the Council. Discount offered is 20%, and applied in perpetuity. Cllr S O’Neill proposed, Cllr H 
Oldfield seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) no objection, however 
would strongly contend that the discount should be 40%. If these were available on a part buy 
scheme the purchaser would have the ability to negotiate how much they could afford to buy, and 
rent the remainder, having the ability to increase the amount they own up to a maximum of, say, 
80%. The council would contend that the market price of these houses less a 20% discount will 
make them unaffordable to those eligible, as they are being asked to provide 80% of the price 
upfront. There is no flexibility, and thus the opportunity for potential buyers is diminished. With a 
larger discount, it will make these homes more affordable to more of those who meet the eligibility 
criteria. 

f) 24/02838/LB The Beeches, Earls Lane, Deddington. Repairs to front porch. Cllr S O’Neill 
proposed, Cllr J Norton seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) no 
objection. 

g) 24/02808/F & 24/02809/LB The Manse, Bull Ring, Deddington. Single storey rear extension, 
replacement of windows, lime mortar repointing and replacement of rainwater goods. Cllr S O’Neill 
proposed, Cllr J Watts seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) no 
objection. 



h) 24/02776/F Rowan Cottage, High Street, Deddington. Single storey rear extension. Cllr S 
O’Neill proposed, Cllr J Norton seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) no 
objection. 

 
Approvals 
24/02579/TCA Victoria House, Horse Fair, Deddington. 
24/02447/F Home Farm Works, Clifton Road, Deddington. 
24/02483/TCA Maunds Farm House, High Street, Deddington. 
24/02421/TCA Craxton Castle End, Castle Street, Deddington. 
24/01871/F Holly Cottage, Market Place, Deddington. 
24/02500/TCA Caris Lodge, Goose Green, Deddington. 
24/02402/TCA Bunkers, Philcote Street, Deddington. 
24/02130/CLUP 9 High Street, Deddington. 
24/02743/TCA 5 New Street, Deddington. 
 
Planning Appeal 
There is no current update on the rescheduled appeal date regarding the 9 houses at Hempton. 
 
Correspondence 
Cherwell District Council Tree Preservation Order (No. 16) 2024 – Group of Poplar Trees located on 
land at The Little House, Clifton Road, Deddington. 

227/24 Large Scale Developments report. 
a) Oxfordshire S106 underspend. Cllr H Oldfield to write to OCC requesting clarification regarding 

whether S106 money can be spent on ongoing costs rather than capital projects, and regarding 
how the new Community Infrastructure Levy will work in conjunction with S106. 
 

Cllr S O’Neill left the meeting. 
 
24/02542/F Land Adjoining and west of Stonecroft House, Clifton Road, Deddington. Application 
for the erection of four single storey, age restricted dwellings on the east side of the Poplars. Five 
single storey houses have already been approved on the West side of the Poplars. This area lies 
within the settlement boundary, where development is permitted if it meets Local Plan infill and design 
criteria. The Deddington Neighbourhood Plan (NP) housing mix policy states that dwellings for older 
people will be particularly supported. However, the application conflicts with another policy in the NP 
concerning landscape character and key views. Discussion held regarding the need for properties 
suitable for older people in the Parish, but also the importance of the identified view, and concern 
regarding impacts on the ancient monument and light pollution encroachment. Cllr J Watts proposed 
and Cllr M Cox seconded the motion that the Council has no objection to the proposed development. 
The motion was DEFEATED (2 for, 6 against, 3 abstentions).  
Deddington Parish Council objected to the application on the grounds:  
1) that the development would do appreciable harm to the significance and setting of the Ancient 
Scheduled Monument, Deddington Castle, particularly as two of the houses are close to the castle 
mound 
2) this application breaches an undertaking given by the applicants when their previous planning 
application for 7 (then 5) houses on the west side of this piece of land was submitted and 
approved, that there would be no further development on the rest of the site which would be retained 
as pasture.  
3) the application would contravene Deddington Neighbourhood Plan's Policy Dedd7 Landscape 
character and key views which states: “Development proposals in the surrounding countryside…must 
demonstrate they will not adversely affect this landscape character.” One of the key views listed is 
“From Clifton Road, south to Deddington Castle earthworks”. The arrow, identifying the view on the 
policies map, points across the area where these four houses would stand.  
If the development goes ahead, the Parish Council request that a path is provided along Clifton Road 
from the development. 

 
Cllr S O’Neill re-entered the meeting. 
 
b) Update on sale of Deddington Estate. Cllr H Oldfield had heard (in the negative) from one of the 

six Oxford colleges she wrote to suggesting they buy the Deddington Estate for carbon offset. She 
had reminded the agents handling the sale to inform potential purchasers that the Satin Lane 



allotments (part of the estate) is registered as an asset of community value and a community 
green space, and therefore should be protected from development. The agents now have a short 
list of bidders most of whom are developers. 

c) Update of Cherwell District Council Local Plan and consideration to response to 
consultation. Deddington, as a category A village, has been allocated 90 houses, which is the 
exact number in the planned development north of the Fire Station. If and until there is a review of 
the Local Plan or a change in government policy, 90 houses is the limit until 2042 alongside 
windfall development. Hempton and Clifton are category B villages which means they are 
designated for infill or minor development within the settlement boundary. No comments on the 
Draft Local Plan were forthcoming so far. 

228/24 Environment and Recreation report. 
a) Update on BMX track. Council to continue removing obstacles in the copse at the Windmill 

Centre forming an unapproved ad hoc BMX track, however is considering the possibility of another 
site for a BMX track.  

b) Request from allotment holder for a ‘6x6’ greenhouse. Current regulations stipulate no larger 
than ‘6x4’. Chair of Allotment Society and holders of adjacent plots have no objections to larger 
size. Cllr M Robinson proposed, Cllr S O’Neill seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED 
(unanimous) to increase the size of allowed greenhouses for all allotment holders to ‘6x6’. 

c) Way forward for provision for sports and play facilities for teenagers in the Parish. A local 
resident has offered to take on the community engagement aspect of this. 

d) Apply for planning permission for Active 5000 scramble net. Cllr M Robinson proposed, Cllr H 
Oldfield seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) to apply for planning 
permission for Active 5000 scramble net. Costs for this to be on next month’s agenda. 

e) Options for finishing off the mini tennis courts. Sovereign have agreed a £500 discount 
because of their lack of contact with the Council, and have now stated that they will do the final 
work required next Spring. DPC has stated that work needs to be completed by 11 April 2025. 
Failure to meet this date will be taken as their abandonment of contract, in which case it will be 
arranged for the work to be carried out by others. Retention will be held until all works are 
completed to DPC satisfaction. 

f) Friends of Castle Grounds request. Cllr M Robinson proposed, Cllr H Oldfield seconded the 
motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) to paint red the black dog bin at the entrance to 
the Castle Grounds. 

g) Stonepits allotments inspection. Difference of opinion between allotment holders wishing to 
keep plots neat vs those encouraging some wilding. Allotment guidelines to be sent out with the 
rent requests in January. 

h) Slide mound repairs. Quotes to be sought. 

229/24 Highways and Transport report. 
a) Solar-powered VAS signs. Three solar-powered additional smiley face VAS signs, to be located 

on Clifton Road, Banbury Road and Hempton Road, proposed at a cost of approximately £12,000. 
Costs to be brought to future meeting. Would come out of DPC reserve.  

b) VAS smiley face signs. These have been installed at the south entrance to Deddington and the 
west entrances to Hempton and Clifton. Thanks to OCC for meeting our request for smiley/angry 
face versions that denote drivers’ speed. 

c) Community Speed Watch. Now have 11 trained volunteers with 2 more interested to join the 
group. 4 sites approved by TVP. Money agreed in principle at previous meeting for 8 mandatory, 
yellow Speedwatch signs to be erected within Deddington and Hempton. Awaiting roadside 
training and the delivery of kit. Thanks expressed to Cllr M Cox regarding this rapid progress. 

d) Planters. Need to ensure that they are being planted with plants that attract bees and butterflies, 
and that survive well in times of drought. 

e) Hempton traffic calming build-outs consultation. Cllr J Watts proposed, Cllr M Cox seconded 
the motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) to respond in favour of the proposals. Cllrs 
also able to respond to the OCC consultation individually. Each Hempton resident received a letter 
regarding the consultation.  

f) EV micro hubs. Leaflets have been printed for survey as to location. 
g) Fix my street. Light not working and bollard causing issue. Has been fixed. 
h) Emergency plan and Winter plan. Brilliant team work and contribution from all involved. Many 

thanks to Cllr M Robinson who created a work sheet which will be useful to follow and use next 
year. 

230/24 Items for information. 



a) Remembrance parade. Very smart and lovely turnout. Clerk to feed back to contractors 
managing parade security that they should ensure staff are dressed appropriately for the occasion 
(e.g. with poppy). 

b) Deddington Market. Decision to be made whether to go ahead with the market due to adverse 
weather conditions. 

231/24 Update from the Parish Council Representatives. 
a) Alms houses – new roof update. £6,000 spent so far on bat surveys. A complete new set of 

slates needed.  

232/24 Date of the next meeting: The next Parish Council meeting will take place on Wednesday 18 
December 2024 at 7:30pm in the Hempton Lounge, Windmill Centre, Deddington. Meeting closed at: 
10,05pm. 

233/24 Exclusion of the Public and the Press: because the nature of the business to be transacted is 
sensitive the public and press be temporarily excluded from the meeting (Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960: To consider staff matters. 
Extra hours agreed for parish clerk as needed to deal with exceptional workload. 

 


