
DEDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held at 7:30pm at the Hempton Lounge, Windmill Centre, 

Deddington on Wednesday 18 December 2024. 

Present: Cllrs H Oldfield (Chair), N ap Simon, N Mylne, J Norton, S O’Neill, M Robinson, N Smith, C 

Snashall, M Swadling, T Timms and J Watts Also, present: County Cllr A Fatemian, Cherwell District Cllr 

D Rogers, 1 member of the public, and a Deddington News Representative.  

234/24 Apologies: Cllr A Collins 

235/24 Declarations of Interest 
General Interest: 
Cllr S O’Neill 244/24 Finance and General Purposes item l) Allotment Society request for funding for 
their banking as an allotment holder. 
Cllrs S O’Neill and C Snashall 245/24 Approval of invoices due to payment to So Legal, as both are 
trustees of the Holly Tree Club. 
Cllr S O’Neill 247/24 Planning Report item a) 24/03123/F Pure Barn, Oxford Road, Deddington 

236/24 Windmill Management Committee Business Plan and Budget 2025-2026. 
Formalised business plan based under the 5 objectives, detailing achievements of the year, and aims 
for the coming year. Key achievements from the year – new roof, completed decoration of main hall, 
two mini tennis courts outside, new lighting. Plan to continue programme of improvement over the 
coming year – It is in everyone’s interest if these can be supported by grants/S106 money, but if this 
funding is not available it is hoped the DPC can support these projects. The Parish Council thanked 
the Windmill Management Committee for their contribution to the Parish. The Parish Council formally 
accepted the Business Plan and Budget 2025-2026. 

237/24 Minutes:  Cllr M Swadling proposed, Cllr C Snashall seconded the motion and the Council 
RESOLVED (unanimous by those in attendance) that the minutes of the meeting held on the 20 
November 2024 were a true record of the meeting. 

238/24 Matters arising from the minutes and not referred to later on the agenda: None. 

239/24 Councillor vacancy. The Council were reminded that there is a vacant position on the Council. 

240/24 County Cllr A Fatemian update: Written report received. Discussion regarding the Mini Holland 
Project – A roundabout where all road users have equal priority (cyclists and pedestrians have equal 
priority to cars). Additional discussion regarding a bid from the Housing Infrastructure Fund to ease 
traffic on the A34 around Didcot. When the County Council changed hands, the planning application 
was refused, which then went to the Secretary of State who approved it. This delay has cost the 
taxpayer £29 million.  

241/24 District Cllr D Rogers update: Written report received. Cherwell Local Plan review – Council likely to 
go ahead with submitting the plan for Regulation 19 consultation, however, no definite news at 
present. As far as aware there are no changes and the plan, as it stands, fits with the revisions to the 
NPPF. Cherwell has the existing Local Plan, but does not have a 5 year housing land supply, and until 
this Local Plan has been approved, it does not have an up-to-date Local Plan. Process could take a 
year to 18 months. Discussion regarding Local Government changes. Cllr D Rogers shared his 
personal opinion that it will be imposed upon the District, so better to have a proactive process. Likely 
to be one single unitary council and parish councils – no district councils. Feeling that there should still 
be a local presence/provision in all of the district areas. 

242/24 10 Minute Open Forum:  
A member of Steeple Aston Parish Council addressed the Council regarding Blandford fly. Steeple 
Aston Parish Council has been looking into working with Bournemouth University, who have been 
treating the River Stour for the last 30 years, eradicating the breeding stage of the fly by around 
97.5%. They would be interested in replicating this on the River Cherwell. From Clifton down to 
Kidlington the Blandford Fly is a problem. This was re-scoped in June 2024 and Steeple Aston are 
keen to take treatment forward in 2025, with a deadline of 15 January. In the first year the spraying 
would cost £23,000 which would include initial monitoring, checking and reporting for the Environment 
Agency and Thames Water which will not need to be repeated in subsequent years. Annual treatment 
approximately £18,000. Need to think about where this funding will come from. Has been raised with 
Director of Public Health at OCC. General feeling that the timescales to implement this in 2025 are too 
short – Deddington Parish Council has already got its budget for the next year. Need to consider the 
ongoing nature of the costs. The Council were provided with a copy of the work undertaken so far, 
and were informed that all ten local Councils in the area affected are being visited in order to establish 
local feeling and willingness to contribute to funding. Deddington Parish Council advised that they 
would be happy to look into this further in the future.  



243/24 Environment and Recreation Working Group. 
a) BMX update from November 2024 Meeting. Discussed briefly last month. No insurance cover in 

the event of an accident, even on an informal track. RoSPA PlaySafety Inspector’s view is that 
BMX tracks require their own space dedicated to the sport and should not be mixed with other 
facilities, and would not recommend a BMX track in the woodland area. On this basis, the 
Environment and Recreation working group have reluctantly come to the conclusion that signs 
should be posted banning BMX bikes from the Adventure Playground, the Woodland Trail and the 
copse. Discussion regarding what the difference is between BMX bikes and other bikes, and 
regarding whether fencing could be used. Further discussion regarding what the severity of the 
consequence would be should the Council not proceed with banning BMX bikes. Cllr M Robinson 
proposed and Cllr J Norton seconded the motion, to post signs banning BMX bikes from the 
Adventure Playground, the Woodland Trail and the copse. Cllr C Snashall proposed an 
amendment to the motion, seconded by Cllr N Mylne, that signs be posted banning all bikes from 
the Adventure Playground, the Woodland Trail and the copse. The motion was DEFEATED (2 for, 
3 against, 6 abstentions). The Council proceeded to vote on the original motion proposed by Cllr M 
Robinson, seconded by Cllr J Norton. The Council RESOLVED (5 for, 1 against, 5 abstentions) to 
post signs banning BMX bikes from the Adventure Playground, the Woodland Trail and the copse. 
It was noted that the Council are looking into other possible sites in the Parish for a BMX trail. All 
sites considered so far have been rejected for various reasons, so more ideas are welcomed. Cllr 
S O’Neill requested that the reasons behind the decision to ban BMX bikes are communicated to 
the Parish. 

b) Wimborn and Welford play area update. Still waiting for confirmation on the release of the S106 
funds. Hoping to have sign-off before Christmas.  

c) Request for ideas for facilities for teenagers at the Windmill.  The Council thanked the 
parishioner who has prepared a leaflet for circulation in the Parish, soliciting ideas from teenagers 
and their parents for suitable leisure activities that they would like to see. Concern regarding 
managing expectations. General feeling amongst the Council that with some amendments (e.g. 
changing/removing some of the images, and making questions more open ended), the flyer should 
be circulated in order to gather the views of young people in the Parish. Flyer to be circulated on 
social media.  

244/24 Finance and General Purposes. 
a) Sign off Internal control checklist – November 2024. Will be signed off when the Clerk has 

returned from annual leave. 
b) Christmas Tree. The council thanked all involved in the installation of the Christmas Tree, and the 

management and staff of Darke and Taylor for installing the lighting on the tree, free of charge. 
Cllr M Robinson was unanimously appointed as temporary Clerk. 
c) Budget for 2025/2026. Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr J Norton seconded the motion and the 

Council RESOLVED (unanimous) to approve the budget of £105,569 for 2025/2026. 
d) Precept for 2025/2026. Increase of 5.65% on cash amount of the precept. More rate payers this 

year means the actual increase will be around 4.5% per household. Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr 
N Smith seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) to approve the precept of 
£76,433 for 2025/2026. 

Cllr M Robinson stood down as temporary Clerk, and returned to the meeting as a Councillor. 
e) Funfair November 2025. Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr J Watts seconded the motion and the 

Council RESOLVED (unanimous) to not increase the charge for the funfair for November 2025, 
provided costs are covered. 

f) Update on library finances. To be discussed at a future meeting when there is more information. 
g) Church request for funding towards the stage. Total project cost of £8,600. Decision regarding 

this to be deferred. 
h) The future of St John’s Church/Old School Room. The Church is currently closed, with 

services taking place in the Old School Room. May require funding for this in the future. This is the 
community centre for the village, so general feeling among the Council that this should be 
supported. Application for 9 houses in Hempton – if approved then the Old School Room should 
receive £10,000 in S106 money.  

i) Welford’s Piece grass area. Cllr J Norton proposed, Cllr T Timms seconded the motion and the 
Council RESOLVED (unanimous) in principle to undertake repairs to the central grass area at 
Welford’s Piece, to create a smooth, closely mown area for running around and football, etc. Likely 
to cost up to about £1000. May be possible to source this money from S106. Needs to be cut 
regularly to ensure that the condition is maintained. The site is currently un-useable for the 



intended purpose. Some local people and Councillors are willing to get involved in sorting out the 
area.  

j) Maintenance contract for the AWC. Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr J Watts seconded the motion 
and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) to accept the AWC maintenance contract quote at a 
cost of £382.50 per sweep (6 sweeps) totalling £2,295 per annum and term of agreement up to 5 
years. 

k) Solar VASes. Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr H Oldfield seconded the motion and the Council 
RESOLVED (unanimous) in principle to fund three additional solar VASes for Hempton Road, 
North A4260 and Clifton Road from Capital expenditure up to £12,000 +VAT if other funding for 
these signs cannot be found. 

l) Allotment Society request for funding for their banking. Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr N Smith 
seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) to accept the Allotment Society 
request for funding for their banking of up to £50 per annum, but request that the Allotment Society 
consider other banks that don’t make charges. 

m) Car park lighting. Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr H Oldfield seconded the motion and the Council 
RESOLVED (6 for, 2 against, 3 abstentions) to undertake additional works to the car park lighting 
at a cost of up to £150 +VAT. 

n) Report on request for Blue Plaque for Sir Percy Hobart. An application was made for a blue 
plaque. However, it was not accepted. 450 applications were made overall and only 7 blue 
plaques were awarded. 

o) Emergency H&S expenditure for tree works. Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr T Timms seconded 
the motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) to agree to emergency H&S expenditure for 
tree works after Storm Darragh up to £1,500. 

245/24 Approval of invoices: Cllr N Smith proposed, Cllr J Watts seconded the motion and the Council 
RESOLVED (9 for, 2 abstentions) that the November Imprest account invoices with a total of £114.95 
and the December current account invoices with a total of £13,832.55 be approved for payment. 
£9,280 monies were received. 

246/24 Report upon the investment of the Council’s Funds as at 30 November 2024. 
Account Balance Interest Notice Matures 
Current 71,433.13  Current  
Imprest 8,904.73  Imprest  
Unity Trust Bank 182.75  Current  
Unity Trust Bank 74,947.96 2.60% Savings  
Redwood Bank 90,420.26 3.75% 95 Day Notice Opened Aug 2019 
Cambridge and 
Counties 

85,000.00 5.21% 1-year fixed deposit 14 August 2025 

United Trust Bank 85,000.00 5.01% 1-year fixed deposit 04 May 2025 
Skipton Building Society 92,593.74 4.40% 1-year fixed deposit 21 May 2025 
Total 508,482.57    

 

247/24 Planning Report. 
Applications 
a) 24/03123/F Pure Barn, Oxford Road, Deddington. Extension to barn with associated works. Cllr 

S O’Neill proposed, Cllr M Swadling seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED 
(unanimous) no objection. 

b) 24/03198/DISC Mount Pleasant, Hempton. Discharges of conditions 5 (finished floor levels), 6 
(arboricultural survey), 8 (method statement for enhancing biodiversity on site) and 9 (CEMP) of 
22/01870/OUT. Cllr S O’Neill proposed, Cllr N Smith seconded the motion and the Council 
RESOLVED (unanimous) no objection, but defer to the planning officer in this instance. 

c) 24/03186/LB Bull Ring Cottage, Bull Ring, Deddington. Replacement of seven south facing 
defective windows. Cllr S O’Neill proposed, Cllr J Norton seconded the motion and the Council 
RESOLVED (unanimous) no objection, but would defer to the conservation officer as this is a LB. 

d) 24/03108/TA 3 Castle End, Castle Street, Deddington. Tree works. Cllr S O’Neill proposed, Cllr 
M Swadling seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) no objection, but as 
this is a substantial number of trees being felled would ask the applicant to replace felled trees 
where possible or to contribute to a suitable Woodland Trust scheme to ensure their value to 
biodiversity and ecology is not forever lost. 

Approvals 
24/02381/F Victoria House, Horse Fair, Deddington. 
24/02263/F Aurigny, 2A Philcote Street, Deddington. 
24/02730/F Sunnyside, Main Street, Clifton. 



23/03569/M106 Hempton Gate, Hempton Road, Deddington. 
Withdrawals 
22/03589/M106 Hempton Gate, Land North of Hempton Road and West of Wimborn Close, 
Deddington. 
Refusals 
23/02394/LB Winmour, Philcote Street, Deddington. 
Appeals 
No current update on the reschedule appeal date regarding the application for 9 houses in Hempton. 
Correspondence 
Cherwell District Council Tree Preservation Order No. 29/2024. Various species of trees located on 
land adjacent and west of Stonecroft House, Clifton Road, Deddington, Banbury, Oxon, OX15 0TP. 
Community Infrastructure Levy update from District Cllr D Rogers. 
 

248/24 Large Scale Developments Working Group report. 
a) Update in request to CDC and OCC for improved access to S106 funds. Response received 

from OCC. Cllr H Oldfield has re-confirmed that money is wanted for the library and has added 
that it is hoped that the broadest possible terminology is used, e.g. ‘enhance’ rather than ‘expand’. 
Response received from CDC head of planning stating that it is under consideration, but no further 
update. 

249/24 Highways and Transport. 
a) Result of Parish survey on location for EV charging points and decision. Cllr H Oldfield 

proposed, seconded unanimously, and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) to extend a vote of 
thanks to Sandie Goundrey for organising the delivery of the surveys through the Deddington 
News. Fortynine replies received. Main objection received was regarding lack of parking in the 
village centre. Recommendations received for alternative locations however none of these are 
feasible for various reason, including not owning the land. Cllr H Oldfield proposed, Cllr N Mylne 
seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (8 for, 3 abstentions) that Cllr H Oldfield will 
inform OCC that the site on the East Side of the Bullring is favoured by the Deddington Parish 
Council and, marginally, by the Parish residents who voted.  

b) Temporary Traffic Regulation Notice. Temporary Road Closure and ‘No Waiting’ restriction at 
Main Street, Clifton. 24 February 2025. 

c) Flooding – Earls Lane. Complaint passed to CDC Cllr Andrew McHugh who is collating 
information about surface water flooding in the Parish. 

d) Fallen tree. Cllr H Oldfield proposed, Cllr J Watts seconded the motion and the Council 
RESOLVED (unanimous) to extend a vote of thanks to the Calcutts and Fenemores for clearing 
tree blocking parish roads. 

e) Emergency Plan/Winter plan. Has been passed to OCC Resilience Team. 

250/24 Items for information. None. 

251/24 Update from the Parish Council Representatives. None. 

252/24 Date of the next meeting: The next Parish Council meeting will take place on 15 January 2025 at 
7:30pm in the Hempton Lounge, Windmill Centre, Deddington. Meeting closed at: 9:15pm. 

 


