
DEDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held at 7:30pm at the Old School Room, Hempton on 

Wednesday 17 July 2024. 

Present: Cllr H Oldfield (Chair), A Collins, T Darwall-Smith, G Fisher, N Mylne, J Norton, S O’Neill, M 

Robinson, C Snashall, M Swadling, A Swan, T Timms and J Watts Also, present: County Cllr A Fatemian, 

Cherwell District Cllr D Rogers, Parish Clerk, 1 member of the public, and a Deddington News 

Representative.  

136/24 Apologies: Cllr M Cox 

137/24 Finance and General Purposes. 
h) Hobart memorial and blue plaque update. Note that the unveiling of the Hobart memorial will be 
at 2pm on 17 August 2024 in Hobart Way, Hempton Gate, followed by refreshments at the Windmill 
Centre. Period military vehicles to be present at the event. Memorial will be delivered during the week 
prior to the event and covered. Tony King of the NOMVT, organisers of the event, thanked the Council 
for participation and provision of refreshments. For blue plaque update, see 144/24/h. 

138/24 Declarations of Interest 
General Interest: 
Cllr A Collins 144/24 Finance and General Purposes item e) Tree works – Cricket Pitch. 
Cllr S O’Neill 147/24 Planning Report item a) 24/01679/TCA Johnson and Co. at Chapel Square, 
Deddington, as applicant is a neighbour. 
Cllr S O’Neill 147/24 Planning Report item d) 24/01641/TCA Affric, New Street, Deddington, as 
applicant is a friend. 
Cllrs A Collins, J Norton, S O’Neill and M Swadling 147/24 Planning Report item f) 24/01471/AGN 
Home Farm, Main Street, Clifton, due to knowing applicant. 
Cllr S O’Neill 147/24 Planning Report item g) 24/01445/DISC Land to the rear of The Duke of 
Cumberland’s Head, Main Street, Clifton, due to knowing applicant. 
Cllr S O’Neill 147/24 Planning Report item h) 24/01714/TCA Glencree, Philcote Street, Deddington, 
due to knowing applicant. 

139/24 Minutes:  
Cllr A Swan proposed, Cllr N Mylne seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous by 
those in attendance) that the minutes of the meeting held on the 19 June 2024 were a true record of 
the meeting with an amendment to 128/24 item a) 24/01186/F Land adjoining and West of Stonecroft 
House, Clifton Road, Deddington, which was proposed by Cllr H Oldfield rather than Cllr S O’Neill. 

140/24 Matters arising from the minutes and not referred to later on the agenda: None. 

141/24 10 Minute Open Forum: None. 

142/24 County Cllr A Fatemian update: Written report received. 

143/24 District Cllr D Rogers update: Written report received. 

144/24 Finance and General Purposes. 
a) Sign off Internal control checklist – June 2024. 
b) To consider CCTV costing. Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr M Swadling seconded the motion and 

the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) to accept the proposal of £1,868.13 +VAT for 
new/refurbished equipment and £453.19 pa for maintenance schedule, with Windmill Management 
Committee contribution for CCTV maintenance. 

c) Fencing by mini tennis courts. Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr J Norton seconded the motion and 
the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) to accept the fencing quote of £1,036 +VAT . 

d) Tree works – Castle Grounds. Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr J Watts seconded the motion and 
the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) to approve tree works for 12 months work from date of 
survey for Castle Ground at a cost of £950 +VAT. 

e) Tree works – Cricket Pitch. Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr J Watts seconded the motion and the 
Council RESOLVED (unanimous) to approve tree works for 12 months work from the date of 
survey for Cricket Pitch at cost of £250 +VAT. 

f) Tree works – Copse and Woodland. Cllr Snashall proposed, Cllr J Watts seconded the motion 
and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) to approve tree works for 12 months work from date of 
survey for Copse and Woodland at a cost of £825 +VAT. 

g) To update on Church Clock. Church is paying for engineer to come and look at the clock. He is 
coming w/b 22 July. The week after, meeting being held with Cllr H Oldfield and two church 
wardens at 11am on 2 August. 

h) Hobart memorial and blue plaque update. See 137/24. Blue plaque applied for. Won’t hear until 
November if shortlisted. 



i) Equipment for emergency safety measures at cemetery. Note that there is a significant 
amount of non-emergency work to be done, and further items will be brought to future meetings. 
Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr T Timms seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED 
(unanimous) to approve £200 +VAT towards equipment for emergency safety measures at 
cemetery. 

j) RoSPA inspection. Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr T Timms seconded the motion and the Council 
RESOLVED (unanimous) to approve budget of £400 for emergency measures identified by 
RoSPA inspection. 

k) Consultation to the proposal by OCC for designation of certain streets as traffic sensitive. 
In relation to road works, the suggestion is that utility companies be charged if they dig up the road 
outside the set hours. Cllr H Oldfield proposed, Cllr G Fisher seconded the motion and the Council 
RESOLVED (unanimous) to respond to the consultation agreeing that utility companies should be 
charged if digging up the road outside of the hours set out. 

l) OALC membership and Council view on increased membership fees. Initially suggested 
increase of 5% after 4 years is less than might be expected. Confirmation of proposed increase 
anticipated in September. Full details to be provided in advance for Council to vote on.  

m) Planter requests for funding. Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr M Swadling seconded the motion 
and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) to approve funding of up to £50 per planter, provided 
requests from parishioners are made in advance of expenditure being undertaken. 

145/24 Approval of invoices: Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr S O’Neill seconded the motion and the Council 
RESOLVED (unanimous) that the July invoices with a total of £263.66 (Imprest account) and 
£71,168.16 (Current account) were approved for payment. £971.64 monies were received. 
 
Discussion regarding payment for grass cutting contractor – Clerk to write to contractor regarding 
unsatisfactory recent cutting. Next payment to grass cutting contractor to be considered by Council 
before payment. 

146/24 Report upon the investment of the Council’s Funds as at 30 June 2024. 
Account Balance Interest Notice Matures 
Current 74,961.67  Current  
Imprest 9,938.59  Imprest  
Unity Trust Bank 209.38  Current  
Unity Trust Bank 74,983.60 2.75% Savings  
Redwood Bank 90,420.26 3.45% 95 Day Notice Opened Aug 2019 
Cambridge and 
Counties 

85,000.00 5.00% 1-year fixed deposit 14 August 2024 

United Trust Bank 85,000.00 5.01% 1-year fixed deposit 04 May 2024 
Skipton Building Society 89,246.98 3.75% 1-year fixed deposit 21 May 2024 
Total 509,760.48    

 

147/24 Planning Report. 
Applications 
a) 24/01679/TCA Johnson and Co. at Chapel Square, Deddington. Tree works. Cllr S O’Neill 

proposed, Cllr J Norton seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) no 
objection. 

b) 24/01654/TCA Deddington Manor, New Street, Deddington. Tree works. Cllr S O’Neill 
proposed, Cllr M Swadling seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) no 
objection. 

c) 24/01651/TCA Ithaca, Hopcroft Lane, Deddington. Tree works. Cllr S O’Neill proposed, Cllr J 
Norton seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) no objection. 

d) 24/01641/TCA Affric, New Street, Deddington. Tree works. Cllr S O’Neill proposed, Cllr C 
Snashall seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) no objection. 

e) 24/01618/TCA Castle View, Goose Green, Deddington. Tree works. Application has been 
permitted prior to meeting. Cllr S O’Neill proposed, Cllr M Swadling seconded the motion and the 
Council RESOLVED (unanimous) no objection. 

f) 24/01471/AGN Home Farm, Main Street, Clifton. Erection of a steel portal lean to. Proposal 
lodged as an agricultural application, which could have been accepted under permitted 
development. However, due to various inconsistencies in the roof structure design/description, 
CDC have determined this requires a full planning application. Cllr S O’Neill proposed, Cllr J Watts 
seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) no objection in principle to the 
replacement storage building. 



g) 24/01445/DISC Land to the rear of The Duke of Cumberland’s Head, Main Street, Clifton. 
Discharge of Condition 4 (package of measures to maximise the sustainability of 23/01045/F). For 
information regarding the sustainability of the development. 

h) 24/01714/TCA Glencree, Philcote Street, Deddington. Tree works. Application has been 
permitted prior to meeting. Cllr S O’Neill proposed, Cllr M Swadling seconded the motion and the 
Council RESOLVED (unanimous) no objection. 

Approvals 
24/01429/TCA Street Record, Grove Court, Deddington. 
24/01037/CLUP Holly Tree, Earls Lane, Deddington. 
24/00889/TCA Grove Barn, the Grove, Deddington. 
24/00207/LB and 24/00206/F The Old Vicarage, Church Street, Deddington. 
24/01186/F Land adjoining and West of Stonecroft House, Clifton Road, Deddington. 
24/01714/TCA Glencree, Philcote Street, Deddington. 
24/01618/TCA Castle View, Goose Green, Deddington. 

148/24 Neighbourhood Development Planning report. 
Update on meeting with CDC planning officers on 15 July. 

149/24 Large Scale Developments Working Group report. 
a) Update on application 23/02096/OUT Land North of Deddington Fire Station. Unanimously 

resolved by CDC planning committee that approval should include requirement that there will be a 
built nursery on land that is also gifted freehold. Discussion regarding need to ensure that built 
nursery and freehold of site of nursery are donated to Deddington Parish Council, not to OCC, and 
is definitively included in approval and S106 requirements. Cllr H Oldfield to write to OCC to 
request that a contribution for the elderly also be included in the S106 covenant for this 
development. 

b) To agree to request S106 contribution due from Clifton Gate development for work to trees 
at Castle Grounds. Confirmation received regarding ability to use S106 Open Space money on 
tree works.  

150/24 Environment and Recreation report. 
a) Mini tennis update. Courts finished and playable, except for coloured surface and lines, to be 

installed first week of August. Colours to be the same as the existing courts. Water supply still to 
be connected at mains. Tarmac slope has been created at the approach to make 
wheelchair/buggy access easier. WMC has been asked to spray paint ‘Keep Clear’ on it to stop 
cars parking there. Strip of land to the north – suggestion that land be given 6 months to settle, 
and the viewing bench and shrubs to be installed. More research to be done on this. Agreement to 
be worked up with Tennis Club re operation and maintenance of the courts. Complaint received 
from resident – Clerk to respond. 

b) Play equipment update. Quotes being gathered from other contractors for installations matching, 
as far as possible, detail of quote from local contractor. To be brought back in August. 

c) Grass cutting and No Mow May update. Grass cutting so far this year unsatisfactory. Discussion 
needed with contractor. Netting and stakes from No Mow May removed and stored in steward’s 
shed in Holly Tree grounds. Contractor’s cutting wayward despite detailed maps and instructions. 

d) Satin Lane allotments. Concern from plot holder that the owner of house in Chapmans Lane has 
sprayed an unknown herbicide on the cut-back sycamore trees, nettles and weeds on allotment 
ground. Allotments are being sold to new owner – Cllrs H Oldfield, M Robinson and Clerk have 
met agent representing current owner on site to discuss any implications for DPC, ownership of 
trees and the complaint from the plot holder. 

e) RoSPA report. One item (curved laminated beam crossbar on swing pod) flagged red. To be 
taken out of use immediately by taping off, then replaced. Money proposed in F&GP report to 
cover immediate repair costs – see 144/24 item j) RoSPA inspection. Creative Play to be 
contacted for price to remove and replace this equipment. Item for August agenda. Short-term – 
equipment to be taped off. Other items coded green or orange. List of orange flagged problems to 
be assembled for remedial work. 

f) Ongoing maintenance of play equipment. Discussion regarding current Council approach to 
play equipment maintenance. RoSPA report highlights need for vigilance. Whilst Cllrs regularly 
check equipment, a clear action plan is required for ongoing maintenance. To be discussed next 
month, with staffing on the agenda.  

g) Salt bin at Windmill Centre. Need a long-term solution. Cllrs T Timms and M Robinson to look 
into this in more detail.  



h) BMX track at Castle Grounds. Some children have tried to build a BMX layout at Castle 
Grounds. This was reported to English Heritage. Response from Historic England making clear 
this is a criminal offence will be posted on social media and at the site.  

151/24 Highways and Transport report. 
a) Road sign cleaning. OCC task being offloaded to Parishes. Cllr M Cox to put back to OCC. 
b) Hempton residents meeting. Well attended by residents. All measures proposed by OCC were 

well received. Key notes: Proposed build-out between Snakehill and St John Way – fully 
supported, all agreed however that there is no requirement for a raised table as felt the build-out 
will manage speeds and traffic flow adequately; proposed build-out west of Duns Tew and Barford 
St Michael cross roads – fully supported, however all agreed raised table unnecessary; proposed 
mini build-out by Church – supported by immediate residents affected, however was recognised 
that this might hinder agricultural traffic. Pinch point kerb line widening – fully supported by all in 
attendance, however consideration of curb height and drop kerbs needed. Meeting to be held with 
local farmers regarding the details of the proposals. Cllr N Mylne proposed, Cllr A Swan seconded 
the motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) that the DPC decision be delayed until after 
the meeting with farmer. Following this meeting suggested a meeting be held with OCC, CDC and 
DPC. 

c) HS2 truck broken down in Hempton pinch point. Does not comply with local HGV traffic road 
designation that B4031 has been given by OCC. Cllr A Swan informed OCC freight team via email 
with attached pictorial evidence. Also spoke to truck company owner directly. Response received 
advising that HGV local designation is only advisory, not obligatory.  

d) Clifton – meeting with Mr P Barrett. Community Speed Watch (CSW) – ready to go when kit 
available. Mr Barret recently met with Sean Rooney from OCC who listened to issues raised. Mr 
Barret is aiming to get CSW under way as soon as possible and VAS sign replaced. Mr Barret was 
thanked for great efforts in getting the group together. 

e) VAS – Clifton Road, Deddington. Cllr H Oldfield has contacted OCC regarding VAS sign 
replacements plus asking for the VAS, currently in Clifton, be relocated in the 30mph area on the 
Clifton Road.  

f) Engagement Team Introduction. Date offered but no DPC availability. Clerk to arrange meeting 
for time when all working group are available. 

g) Road closure at Barford Bridge, Barford St Michael and Barford St John. Will be closed at 
7:30 Monday 8 July for 8 weeks. 

h) Disabled Bay – Hudson Street. Ongoing. Decision postponed by OCC Transport Management.  
i) Deddington Sign. Formal thanks to James Greenwood for replacing the removed letters on the 

Deddington sign. 
j) Travellers on the grass verge opposite the fire station. TVP informed. No issues reported, and 

the group moved on once the horses were rested. 
k) Hempton Bus. Council informed that there is now a small bus that goes via Hempton on a 

Thursday morning to Banbury and back. 
l) Moving money from Barclays to Unity. £70,000 being moved between accounts. Cheque 

signed.  

152/24 Items for information. 
Path between Hempton Gate and Wimborn Close. Request for Councillors to send details of any 
groundwork contractors in the local area. Consideration of asking the contractors already on site or 
putting the task on the government contract finder website.  

153/24 Update from the Parish Council Representatives. 
DCE. Going to replace the floor in the Town Hall undercroft. Has to be done with traditional 
Deddington bricks. 

154/24 Date of the next meeting: The next Parish Council meeting will take place on 21 August 2024 at 
7:30pm in the Hempton Lounge, Windmill Centre, Deddington. Meeting closed at 9.35pm. 

 


