
DEDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held at 7:30pm at the Hempton Lounge, Windmill Centre, 

Deddington on Wednesday 16 October 2024 

Present: Cllr H Oldfield (Chair), N ap Simon A Collins, M Cox, N Mylne, S O’Neill, M Robinson, C Snashall, 

T Timms and J Watts Also, present: County Cllr A Fatemian, Cherwell District Cllr D Rogers, Parish Clerk, 

8 members of the public, and a Deddington News Representative.  

194/24 Apologies: Cllrs G Fisher, J Norton and M Swadling 

195/24 Declarations of Interest 
Pecuniary interest 
Cllr S O’Neill 207/24 Large Scale Development Working Group report item c) Poplars. 
General Interest: 
Cllr M Robinson 206/24 Planning Report Item 206/24 item a) 24/02483/TCA Maunds Farm House, 
High Street, Deddington as applicants are friends. 
Cllr A Collins 206/24 Planning Report Item 206/24 item c) 24/02567/LB and 24/02566/F Clifton Mill, 
Main Street, Clifton as applicants are friends/acquaintances. 
Cllr S O’Neill 206/24 Planning Report Item 206/24 item d) 24/02579/TCA Victoria House, Horse Fair, 
Deddington as applicants are friends/acquaintances. 
Cllr S O’Neill 206/24 Planning Report Item 206/24 item e) 24/02500/TCA Caris Lodge, Goose Green, 
Deddington as applicants are friends/acquaintances. 
Cllr M Robinson and S O’Neill 206/24 Planning Report Item 206/24 item f) 24/02402/TCA Bunkers, 
Philcote Street, Deddington as applicants are friends/acquaintances. 

196/24 Co-option of Councillor and update on vacancy: Cllr H Oldfield proposed, Cllr M Robinson 
seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) to co-opt Nick ap Simon onto the 
Council. 

197/24 10 Minute Open Forum: 
A representative from DEN addressed the Council regarding banking and its impacts on the climate. A 
suggestion was made that the Council should consider re-allocating their banking to organisations 
other than Barclays, which is the largest funder of fossil fuels in Europe. Windmill Centre committee 
will also be asked to do this. Council to put this on the agenda for next month. Details to be circulated 
to the Council, including a list of some good bank options. Clerk said that the Parish Council is 
restricted on where money can be kept. 
 
Hempton residents addressed the Council regarding 198/24 Large Scale Developments Working 
Group Report item a) Hempton Planning Appeal. The Council previously made no objection to this 
planning application. The Hempton residents in attendance requested that the Council should reject to 
the proposal for the following reasons: the site is not included in the Neighbourhood Plan, Cherwell 
has a 5-year housing land supply, lack of transport links, loss of agricultural fields, loss of nature and 
impact to deer, unsuitable infrastructure to support additional development, capacity concerns with 
Deddington Primary School and Deddington Health Centre and building work disruption to village 
residents. Cherwell has not yet notified the residents of Hempton of the appeal, and no date has been 
set for the appeal. The case has been submitted and the information is on the Council website, 
however attendees were unable to access it during the meeting. It was requested by the Hempton 
residents in attendance that their strong objections to the development be recorded in the minutes and 
that the council support their objection. 
 
Councillors, including the chair, responded that the Council did not have the grounds for the appeal 
before them and that they had no standing at the appeal hearing. Since the original planning 
application had been for nine houses, a minor development, there did not appear to be a planning 
reason to object, other than arguments that would apply to almost any site in the parish, including one 
for 90 houses recently approved in Deddington village. A Hempton resident called for the chair, Cllr 
Oldfield, to resign because she was not representing the view of Hempton residents. She responded 
that it was her duty to represent the interests of the whole of the parish, not just Hempton. 
 
A member of the public queried whether a community designated asset, namely the Satin Lane 
allotments, can be delisted, in relation to agenda item 203/24 Finance and General Purposes item I) 
Purchase of Deddington Estate. The member of the public was informed by the Council that a 
community designated asset remained registered despite a change of ownership, but the designation 
has to be renewed every 5 years. In the case of the allotments, which form part of Deddington Estate, 



the new owners would have to get planning permission to change the use of the site. Being a 
community asset and designated as a Local Green Space in the Deddington Neighbourhood Plan, the 
site has greenbelt status. It is normally regarded as desirable to maintain allotments. All of this makes 
it unlikely that a change of use application would be granted. 

198/24 Large Scale Developments Working Group report. 
Hempton planning appeal. Following on from the discussion in 199/24 10 Minute Open Forum, it 
was noted that 3 further objections to the development had been received by the Parish Council in 
writing. It was noted that at this stage Deddington Parish Council has not been asked to provide an 
opinion regarding the development. Deddington Parish Council decided that a recommendation 
regarding the application would not be made at this time. 

199/24 Minutes:  
Cllr J Watts proposed, Cllr C Snashall seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous 
by those in attendance) that the minutes of the meeting held on 18 September were a true record of 
the meeting. 

200/24 Matters arising from the minutes and not referred to later on the agenda: None. 

201/24 County Cllr A Fatemian update:  
Cllr A Fatemian confirmed that he will approve the OCC grant for £1,500 for the security 
arrangements for the Deddington Remembrance Parade, as discussed in the September meeting 
agenda item 182/24 Finance and General Purposes i) Remembrance Parade. Written report received. 
He informed the Council that the land where the nursery is sited, which the Council has requested be 
gifted to the parish, would need to be purchased from OCC at a fair price should it be deemed to have 
a commercial value. It was also noted that Barford bridge has now re-opened. Further works will be 
undertaken in May 2025 but it is not anticipated that these will involve a road closure. Cllr J Watts said 
that an area of the road in Hempton could not be re-surfaced due to the presence of scaffolding, and 
questioned when the contractors would be coming back to re-surface this section. County Cllr A 
Fatemian to find out. 

202/24 District Cllr D Rogers update:  
Cllr Rogers noted that Cherwell District Council does not have a date for or know the nature of the 
Hempton Planning Appeal. He informed the Council of the following key dates: 2 December (CDC will 
consider the Local Plan), 4 November (Council told to keep an eye on the agenda), 6 November 
(Parish Liaison Meeting for any questions about the Local Plan), 20 December (start of Local Plan 
consultation running for 8 weeks). National Planning Policy Framework review is due to be published 
in December. May potentially cause revisions to the Local Plan. Annual Monitoring Report will go to 
executive committee in January 2025. CDC, in its own opinion, has a 5.72 year housing supply 
provision 

203/24 Finance and General Purposes. 
a) Sign off Internal control checklist – September 2024. 
b) External auditor’s report. Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr J Watts seconded the motion and the 

Council RESOLVED (9 for, 1 abstention) to accept the external auditor’s report. 
c) Remembrance Wreath. Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr J Watts seconded the motion and the 

Council RESOLVED (unanimous) to purchase a Remembrance Wreath at a cost of £30. 
d) To request that working groups consider budget for the next financial year and inform the 

Clerk by the November meeting. 
e) To consider income and expenditure to date alongside 2023/24 budget. Not yet ready to 

review.  
f) To consider the maintenance contract for the AWC. Contract is up for renewal. Estimate from 

current contractor: cost of £382.50 per sweep (6 sweeps) totalling £2,295 per annum and term of 
agreement up to 5 years. 5% increase on what has been paid previously. Two further quotes to be 
requested. Agenda item for November meeting. 

g) Adventure Playground gate. Concern that children can disappear unobserved from the 
playground into the woodland trail and from there up to the Hempton Road, and that young people 
on BMX bikes are accessing the Adventure Playground. Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr T Timms 
seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) to install a gate at the southern 
end of the Adventure playground at a cost of up to £1,700 +VAT, using the cheapest contractor. 

h) To update on Parish Council insurance questions regarding covering BMX track. No update. 
i) Car park lighting. Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr H Oldfield seconded the motion and the Council 

RESOLVED (8 for, 2 abstentions) not to proceed with the purchase of a car park lighting switch-off 
timer, following discussion with Windmill Centre committee. 

j) To consider adopting Anti-Sexual Harassment Policy. Decision to be postponed to next month 
so that proper consideration can be given. 



k) Grant application. Grant application received from Adderbury, Deddington and District 
Photographic Society for £400 for display materials, equipment, etc. Discussion in Council 
regarding whether DPC funds could be better spent managing precept increase for next year. Cllr 
C Snashall proposed, Cllr H Oldfield seconded the motion that we give a grant of £100 to the 
society. The motion was DEFEATED (2 for, 6 against and 2 abstentions). 

l) Purchase of Deddington Estate. Consideration of purchase of Deddington Estate, or share of, at 
a cost of £2,000,000. This project is no longer viable for the DPC to be involved with. Cllr H 
Oldfield has written to 6 Oxford Colleges to see if they would be interested in purchasing for 
carbon offset.  

m) Smart Cells. Request received for Smart Cells to improve mobile coverage in Deddington. Further 
formal information needed on size and scope of cells. Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr J Watts 
seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (7 for, 3 abstentions) to support the proposal 
for Smart Cells in principle. 

n) Cyber security. All Councillors asked to note their responsibilities (as outlined in the paper by Cllr 
M Robinson). Confirmation sought that procedures in relation to access and backup of PC data as 
in standing orders are being carried out. Clerk to look into whether cyber security insurance is 
needed.  

o) Clerk additional hours. Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr H Oldfield seconded the motion and the 
Council RESOLVED (9 for, 1 abstention) to approve 10 additional hours for the Clerk to catch-up 
on back log at a cost of up to £250. 

p) Solar security lights. Discussion regarding dark areas around the Windmill Centre not covered 
by other lighting. Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr T Timms seconded the motion and the Council 
RESOLVED (unanimous) to purchase solar security lights for the Windmill Centre building at a 
cost of up to £300. 

q) CCTV access. The treasurer and marketing officer from the Windmill Centre Committee were 
nominated as approved users for access to the CCTV system. 

204/24 Approval of invoices: Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr S O’Neill seconded the motion and the Council 
RESOLVED (unanimous) that the September Imprest account invoices with a total of £238.05 and the 
October current account invoices with a total of £7,085.45 were approved for payment. £51,417.09 
monies were received. 

205/24 Report upon the investment of the Council’s Funds as at 30 September 2024. 
Account Balance Interest Notice Matures 
Current 92,781.12  Current  
Imprest 9,516.77  Imprest  
Unity Trust Bank 46.05  Current  
Unity Trust Bank 59,447.96 2.75% Savings  
Redwood Bank 90,420.26 3.75% 95 Day Notice Opened August 

2019 
Cambridge and 
Counties 

85,000.00 5.21% 1-year fixed deposit 14 August 2024 

United Trust Bank 85,000.00 5.01% 1-year fixed deposit 04 May 2024 
Skipton Building Society 92,593.74 4.40% 1-year fixed deposit 21 May 2024 
Total 514,805.90    

 

206/24 Planning Report. 
Applications 
a) 24/02483/TCA Maunds Farm House, High Street, Deddington. Tree works. Cllr S O’Neill 

proposed, Cllr M Cox seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) no 
objection. 

b) 24/02447/F Home Farm Works, Clifton Road, Deddington. Retrospective change of use from 
agricultural external parking in conjunction with the commercial site use. Cllr S O’Neill proposed, 
Cllr N Mylne seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) no objection, 
however would strongly recommend that the applicants are bound to improve the surface water 
drainage and screening from the site to support the neighbour’s concerns. 

c) 24/02567/LB and 24/02566/F Clifton Mill, Main Street, Clifton. Alterations to ancillary annexe. 
Cllr S O’Neill proposed, Cllr A Collins seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED 
(unanimous) no objection. 

d) 24/02579/TCA Victoria House, Horse Fair, Deddington. Tree works. Cllr S O’Neill proposed, 
Cllr C Snashall seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) no objection. 

e) 24/02500/TCA Caris Lodge, Goose Green, Deddington. Tree works. Cllr S O’Neill proposed, 
Cllr J Watts seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) no objection. 



f) 24/02402/TCA Bunkers, Philcote Street, Deddington. Tree works. Cllr S O’Neill proposed, Cllr T 
Timms seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) no objection. 

Approvals 
24/02052/F Land adjacent to Clifton Gate development. 

207/24 Large Scale Developments Working Group report. 
a) Hempton planning appeal. See 198/24. 
b) S106 update. CDC have succeeded in getting half of the S106 Hempton Gate Phase 2 money. 

More money for play areas, outdoor sport, indoor sport, etc. Unsure whether there is any chance 
of getting the second half of the money. Burringtons are also meant to have installed a pavement 
from the junction with Clifton Road down Earls Lane to the Health Centre. OCC officer has 
informed us it is unlikely that this will happen. 

c) Poplars. Application for 4 single storey dwellings. Clerk has asked for it to be postponed so that it 
can be discussed at next meeting. 

208/24 Neighbourhood Development Planning report.  No updates. 

209/24 Environment and Recreation report. 
a) Teen ideas for Parish such as BMX. Discussed at previous meeting. No further updates until 

insurance update received.  Children have been using the Adventure Playground as part of BMX 
circuit. Discussion regarding how ‘no bikes’ can be enforced on the playground. Gate to be added 
– see 203/24 Finance and General Purposes item g) Adventure Playground gate. Need to provide 
the young people with an alternative. Meeting with Windmill Committee and sports clubs 17 
October to discuss ideas. Upgrades to the adventure playground being considered include a 
scramble net and boulder/climbing wall – these should appeal to older children. Could allow an 
unofficial BMX track. Potential for parkour equipment beginning on the site of the half MUGA – no 
admin and minimal maintenance required. Potential for formal BMX trail to be considered following 
information from insurance providers. 

b) To consider options for slide mound repairs. Still looking at options to find the best solution to 
stop erosion and eliminate trip hazards. Proposal to be brought to November meeting. 

c) Updates to play equipment on Welford’s Piece, Wimborn Close and the Adventure 
Playground. Cllr M Robinson is picking up the Wimborn Close playground plan. Discussion 
regarding whether to go ahead with the work now or wait for S106 money. Now 50% of the 
Hempton Gate 2 funds (£16,148 specifically earmarked for Wimborn Close) has become available 
to add to the £58+ funds from Hempton Gate 1 (the latter sum to be divided between Wimborn 
Close and the Windmill). 

d) To consider the Football Club request for a container on the playing field. DTFC want to 
have a container to store football equipment at the Windmill. They are planning to pay for it. To be 
discussed at 17 October meeting with WMC and sports clubs. 

e) Mini tennis. Colour topcoat and line marking still not done. Tennis Club have used two 
contractors for the adult court cleaning. Firm approached to see if they would clean and re-paint 
the mini tennis courts. 

f) Autumn litter pick. Weekend 2nd-3rd November in Hempton and Clifton, 17th November in 
Deddington. 

g) Clifton bench. 3-seater bench in dark brown recycled plastic ordered. 
h) Path from Hempton Gate to Wimborn Close. Three quotes received. To be brought to 

November meeting for formal acceptance. 

210/24 Highways and Transport report. 
a) Build out – Hempton Road. Concerns regarding speeding past build out. Request addition of 

speed bump. 
b) Clifton Road Closure. Cllr M Robinson to publicise on social media. Also to be in Deddington 

News. Starting on 6/11/2024 until 7/11/2024. To facilitate full width resurfacing of the carriageway. 
c) Community Speed Watch. Request for volunteers to complete online training. Cllr M Cox has 

agreed to co-ordinate Hempton and Deddington community speed watch. List of participants to do 
the training provided. Cllr M Cox keen to monitor speeding pre and post build outs and VASes. 
Cost up to £1000 towards speed watch signs to be an agenda item for next month. Cllr M Cox 
proposed, Cllr C Snashall seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) to 
approve in principle costs of up to £1000 towards speed watch signs. Cllr N Mylne offered to help 
upload the data generated by the speed watch. 

d) Hempton traffic calming. D Catling from OCC happy to consider retrospectively putting speed 
bumps alongside build outs. Looking at getting smiley VAS sign. 



e) Planters. Planter on Clifton Road, Deddington in poor structural condition. DPC to ask Steve Rees 
to make the brick work sound. Agenda item for next month - £50 to clear out and replant the 
planter. 

f) VAS Clifton Road. Site visit undertaken. Engagement officer is looking into this. Consideration 
should be given to DPC funding solar powered SIDs at all entrance to the Parish. 

g) Replacement VASes. Cllr H Oldfield has been chasing this. Appears possible all 3 VASes may be 
replaced by the smiley face ones as Council would prefer. 

h) Speeding data. Accident and injury sites are unchanged - traffic lights, Hempton pinch point and 
Deddington Hill near layby. Have asked for consideration of 50mph limit from Adderbury to 
Deddington, with buffer zone. 

i) EV community microhubs. Funding available again. DPC keen to re-apply, but consideration of 
sites prior to application needed. Current view is that west side of the Bull Ring, opposite Castle 
House, would be the best site. Limits on parking mean that any location will be contentious. Cllr H 
Oldfield to produce a public consultation leaflet to be circulated in the Deddington News in 
December, requesting views on where the EV community microhubs should be located.  

j) Engagement meeting. Held with Kathryn Gash. Will be an annual meeting. CAST (Clifton speed 
watch group) want DPC to support village signs with coat of arms and gates at entrances to 
Clifton. DPC uncertain whether this would fit on verges on east side of village. £300 for this to be 
on agenda next month. 

k) Emergency Planning. Propose Thursday 14th November for emergency planning and winter plan 
meeting. Venue to be decided. 

211/24 Items for information. 
a) Castle Grounds flooding. Council has been contacted by a resident next to Castle Grounds 

regarding flooding that occurs in this area. Meeting to be arranged with the resident and Cllrs H 
Oldfield, N ap Simon and N Mylne. 

212/24 Update from the Parish Council Representatives. 
a) Rural Community Forum Meeting. DPC to suggest the December Market Day for a community 

drop-in event. 
b) Deddington Parish Calendar. On sale now. 

213/24 Date of the next meeting: The next Parish Council meeting will take place on 20 November 2024 at 
7:30pm in the Old School Room, Hempton. Meeting closed at:10pm 

 


