
DEDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held at 7:30pm at the Hempton Lounge, Windmill Centre, 

Deddington on Wednesday 18 September 2024. 

Present: Cllr H Oldfield (Chair), M Cox, G Fisher, N Mylne, S O’Neill, C Snashall, M Swadling, T Timms 

and J Watts Also, present: County Cllr A Fatemian, Cherwell District Cllr B Williams, Parish Clerk, 3 

members of the public, and a Deddington News Representative.  

174/24 Apologies: Cllrs A Collins, J Norton and M Robinson. It was noted that Cllr T Darwall-Smith tendered 
his resignation from the Council. 

175/24 Declarations of Interest 
General Interest: 
Cllrs M Cox, S O’Neill and J Watts 182/24 Finance and General Purposes item j) Allotment rents and 
water charges for 2025, due to families owning allotments. 
Cllrs S O’Neill and C Snashall 185/24 Planning Report item d) 24/02381/F Victoria House, Horse Fair, 
Deddington, as trustees of the Holly Tree Club which is a neighbouring property. Cllr S O’Neill also 
knows the applicant. 

176/24 Minutes:  
Cllr J Watts proposed, Cllr M Cox seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous by 
those in attendance) that the minutes of the meeting held on the 21 August 2024 were a true record of 
the meeting. 

177/24 Matters arising from the minutes and not referred to later on the agenda: None. 

178/24 Update on Councillor vacancy. Two vacancies. Clerk to advertise co-option. 

179/24 10 Minute Open Forum:  
A representative from Rainier Developments addressed the Council regarding the planning scheme in 
Hempton for 9 dwellings. The Council was updated that the appeal, which had been dismissed, had 
since been quashed by the board due to procedural unfairness. A new inspector will now be allocated 
to the case, and a follow-up hearing arranged. Evidence has been submitted and is available on the 
CDC planning portal. The applicant is now proposing that the dwellings will be self/custom build, 
helping to contribute to national requirement for Local Authorities to provide self/custom build 
dwellings. All other matters previously proposed through S106 are still relevant to this application, 
including £10,000 contribution to the Old School Room and traffic calming measures. Site will provide 
20% on-site biodiversity net gain. An update will be provided to Hempton residents. Parish Council 
has not previously opposed the development. Suggested that matter would be considered as agenda 
item in October meeting. 
 
Two residents addressed the Council regarding 182/24 Finance and General Purposes item d) Use of 
motorised bikes and BMX at the Windmill and Castle Grounds. The residents expressed that it would 
be good to have a designated area for use by young people who have outgrown the playground 
facilities, and that BMXing is a sport that gets young people active and keeps them away from causing 
trouble; it promotes new skills and increases wellbeing. The residents agreed that they would be 
happy to get involved if the Council decided to move forward with this suggestion. . 

180/24 County Cllr A Fatemian update: None. 

181/24 District Cllr D Rogers update: Written report received. Cllr Andrew McHugh collating information 
about flooding concerns in local Parishes. Will then take this information to County Council. Update 
from the Planning Committee regrading approval of a site for 1800 homes around Begbroke Science 
Park. 

182/24 Finance and General Purposes. 
a) Sign off Internal control checklist – July and August 2024. 
b) To accept external auditors report. Not available for meeting. 
c) To congratulate the Parish Show organisers for another successful community event. Clerk 

to write to committee to thank them for organising the event. 
d) Use of motorised bikes and BMX at the Windmill and Castle Grounds. Considerable concern 

specifically regarding electric bikes/scooters. Cllr N Mylne proposed, Cllr C Snashall seconded the 
motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) to purchase signage to ban motorised 
bikes/scooters at the Windmill and Castle Grounds at a cost of up to £150 +VAT. BMX bikes 
separate issues - these are not included in the ban. Consideration to work with members of the 
public to make something more constructive. Clerk to investigate insurance regarding this. 



e) Lighting upgrade in Windmill Car Park. Discussion regarding potential need for override switch 
for events that run after midnight if it were decided to routinely switch off lights at midnight. Would 
probably be an additional cost. Windmill Centre to be contacted regarding this. Override switch 
can be added at a later date. Cllr H Oldfield has applied for the cost of this to be covered by S106 
– waiting to hear back regarding this. Consideration regarding whether there would be an increase 
in antisocial behaviour after midnight if completely dark. If find there is antisocial behaviour after 
midnight then the timer could be changed on the lighting. Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr J Watts 
seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) to upgrade lighting at the Windmill 
Car Park at a cost of £3,935 +VAT. subject to a timer already being present, with the lights to be 
switched off at midnight DELETE. If no timer present, additional quotes to be sought and brought 
back to next meeting. 

f) Additional CCTV camera installation. To cover the back door by the Parish Office inside to 
increase security. Parish Office door should be locked at all times. Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr S 
O’Neill seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) to install an additional 
CCTV camera at a cost of £500 +VAT. 

g) Update on E&R remaining budget and future agreed costs. Budget seems to be on track. 
h) Deddington Fair. Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr J Watts seconded the motion and the Council 

RESOLVED (unanimous) to approve expenditure up to £200 +VAT for Deddington Fair including 
road closures, etc. 

i) Remembrance Parade. Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr J Watts seconded the motion and the 
Council RESOLVED (unanimous) to approve expenditure up to £1,500 +VAT for the 
Remembrance Parade, with confirmation to sought from County Cllr A Fatemian regarding 
whether he is willing to approve OCC grant to cover this. Cllr J Watts and County Cllr A Fatemian 
to be on the organising group. Suggestion to be made that, in the case of bad weather, individual 
groups can make their own decision regarding whether to march. 

j) Allotment rents and water charges for 2025. Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr N Mylne seconded 
the motion and the Council RESOLVED (6 for, 3 abstentions) that there will be no increase to 
rents and water charges this year, due to raise last year. However, it should be anticipated that 
they will rise in 2026. Cllr T Timms to accompany Clerk on Hempton allotment inspection.  

k) Christmas tree. Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr T Timms seconded the motion and the Council 
RESOLVED (8 for, 1 abstention) to approve purchase and installation of Christmas Tree at a cost 
of up to £1,100 +VAT. Suggestion that this is erected on Monday 2 December. 

l) Weed suppressant – Mini tennis court border. Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr T Timms 
seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) to purchase weed suppressant 
fabric and fixings for the mini tennis court border at a cost of up to £100 +VAT. 

m) Windmill post-roof work. Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr T Timms seconded the motion and the 
Council RESOLVED (unanimous) to approve expenditure of £300 to close off un-needed window 
at Windmill Centre following completion of roof work. Total cost of new roof to Parish Council 
came to £8322.82. 

n) OALC subscription. Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr J Watts seconded the motion and the Council 
RESOLVED (unanimous) to accept increase in annual subscription to OALC from £410.51 +VAT 
to £436.39 +VAT for the year 2025/26. This is an approximately 6.3% increase. 

o) Welford’s Piece Community Orchard – replacement trees and mulch. Cllr C Snashall 
proposed, Cllr T Timms seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (8 for,1 abstention) to 
approve expenditure of additional £40 for replacement trees and mulch at Welford’s Piece 
Community Orchard. 

p) Castle Grounds benches. Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr J Watts seconded the motion and the 
Council RESOLVED (unanimous) to accept FOCG generous offer of up to £250 towards the 
labour to repair and staining of benches at the Castle Grounds, with Parish Council to cover the 
raw materials up to £100 +VAT. Thanks to FOCG for this kind offer. 

q) Update on Parish Council insurance.  
r) CCTV access. Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr T Timms seconded the motion and the Council 

RESOLVED (unanimous) that the Parish Clerk and Cllr M Swadling will have full access, and Cllrs 
H Oldfield and M Robinson will have viewing and playback access, together with two named 
representatives from the Windmill Centre. 

s) 2025/2026 budget. Reminder that requests for the budget should be sent to the Clerk by the 
November Parish Council meeting, so that a draft budget for discussion can be prepared for the 
December meeting, with a final budget for approval at the January meeting. 

183/24 Approval of invoices: Cllr M Swadling proposed, Cllr G Fisher seconded the motion and the Council 
RESOLVED (unanimous) that the August Imprest account invoices with a total of £183.96 and the 



September current account invoices with a total of £6,532.91 were approved for payment. £29,361.64 
monies were received. 

184/24 Report upon the investment of the Council’s Funds as at 31 August 2024. 
Account Balance Interest Notice Matures 
Current 41,966.90  Current  
Imprest 9,754.82  Imprest  
Unity Trust Bank 367.07  Current  
Unity Trust Bank 63,783.60 2.75% Savings  
Redwood Bank 93,798.01 3.75% 95 Day Notice Opened Aug 2019 
Cambridge and 
Counties 

85,000.00 5.21% 1-year fixed deposit 14 August 2025 

United Trust Bank 85,000.00 5.01% 1-year fixed deposit 04 May 2025 
Skipton Building Society 92,593.74 4.40% 1-year fixed deposit 21 May 2025 
Total 472,264.14    

 

185/24 Planning Report. 
Applications 
a) 24/02237/TCA The Manse, Bull Ring, Deddington. Tree works. Cllr S O’Neill proposed, Cllr C 

Snashall seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) no objection, but would 
ask the applicant to consider planting a more suitable replacement either on the property, or as 
part of a Woodland Trust scheme. 

b) 24/02263/F Aurigny, 2A Philcote Street, Deddington. Remove rear conservatory and erect new 
conservatory. Cllr S O’Neill proposed, Cllr M Swadling seconded the motion and the Council 
RESOLVED (unanimous) no objection. 

c) 24/02130/CLUP 9 High Street, Deddington. Replacement of 4 windows on first and second 
floors. Cllr S O’Neill proposed, Cllr G Fisher seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED 
(unanimous) no objection. 

d) 24/02381/F Victoria House, Horse Fair, Deddington. Installation of detached timber outbuilding. 
Cllr S O’Neill proposed, Cllr N Mylne seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (7 for, 2 
abstentions) no objection. 

e) 24/02421/TCA Craxton Castle End, Castle Street, Deddington. Tree works. Cllr S O’Neill 
proposed, Cllr T Timms seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) no 
objection. 

Approvals 
24/02172/TCA Castle House Cottage, Hopcraft Lane, Deddington. 
24/02095/TCA Parlour House, Earls Lane, Deddington. 

186/24 Large Scale Development Working Group report. 
a) 9 house self-build site. As raised in 179/24 10 Minute Open Forum. Council will check what 

S106 is proposed. 
b) Hempton Gate and Clifton Gate. OCC have said that they have received all of the S106 money. 

CDC has been informed of this. 

187/24 Neighbourhood Plan. 
Consider responding to CDC questions in preparation of its Local Plan regarding DNP. CDC 
have asked whether DPC are proposing to review the current neighbourhood plan, the timescale on 
which this might occur, whether housing sites will be allocated as part of a review, and whether if 
housing sites will not be allocated, whether DPC would object to site within the neighbourhood being 
allocated within the emerging Local Plan if required. Review will be due in around 5-years time. Cllr H 
Oldfield proposed, Cllr M Cox seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) that the 
Council respond stating that a review of the Neighbourhood Plan will occur within the expected time 
scale (5 years) and that this review will seek to allocate housing sites. DPC would object to sites 
within the Neighbourhood Area being allocated by CDC outside of this process. 

188/24 Environment and Recreation report. 
a) RoSPA inspection follow up: report and contractors’ list. List of queries were sent to inspector 

for clarification and comments. Clerk has booked service calls and sent lists of tasks to Creative 
Play and Trevor Stewart, along with the RoSPA reports. Creative Play have responded.  Quote of 
£395 received to adjust the zip-wire. Clerk in discussions to Creative Play regarding roundabout. 
Quote requested for wooden steps and wetpour coating to slide mound. To be brought to October 
meeting. List of jobs being drawn up for Steve Rees. Fenland Leisure have been contacted 
regarding end-of-life comments on two Fitness Trail pieces. Cllr G Fisher proposed, Cllr T Timms 
seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED (unanimous) to proceed with the installation of 
a new basket swing by Outdoor Play at a cost of £3,950, including the removal of the old swing. 



b) Mini tennis. Colour topcoat and line marking should be finished by end of August – not done. 
Work scheduled for 16 September – no evidence of work today. Strip on north side of courts – 
weed suppressant membrane to be laid before shrubs are planted next spring.  

c) Grass cutting. Contractor had not collected the post-NMM grass clipping. DPC decided last 
month that this should not be done this year. Welford’s Piece now mown around orchard planting, 
with large area of very long grass cut.  

d) CCTV installation. See 182/24 Finance and General Purposes item r) CCTV access. Trees by 
the Windmill salt bin need to be trimmed to ensure coverage of entrance gate. 

e) Play equipment on Welford’s Piece, Wimborn Close and the Adventure Playground. Three 
quotes received for Wimborn Close. One quote received for path from Hempton Gate to Wimborn 
Close. Three quotes being finalised for assessment for Welford’s Piece.  

f) Salt bins. Windmill Centre salt bins have been emptied and filled with salt from sack at back. Rest 
has been put in rubble bags and stored in Lookout, Pavilion and Windmill storeroom. New salt to 
be delivered to Windmill Centre. Clerk to order and inform the Windmill Committee. 

g) All weather court. Annual inspection has taken place. WMC/DTFC are buying a battery-operated 
Stihl leaf blower. Also to be used for mini tennis courts as needed. 

h) Hempton Loung exterior door handle/lock. Has been repaired. Now the same as the other 
exterior door locks so now only one key needed. 

i) Potential parish litter pick. Weekend 4th-5th November 2024. 
j) Grass east of tennis pavilion. Tennis Club has asked that this be included in the grass cutting 

schedule. 
k) Valencia plaque. Plaque has been installed in the Windmill foyer acknowledging Valencia’s 

contribution towards cost of new roof. 
l) Maintenance of mini tennis courts. The courts are aimed at children up to 8 years. No bookings, 

courts are freely open to all. Deddington Tennis Club to promote the courts, organise occasional 
competitions/tournaments, use for coaching sessions and generally keep an eye on it. Plastic 
crate to be provided containing some bats and balls. Current maintenance of the adult courts – 
moss control (max 10 times a year), professional cleaning (£1,200 every 3-5 years) and court 
repainting (£10,000 every 5 years). These are the measures taken for the adult courts which are 
maintained to LTA standards. Mini courts are smaller and will require less maintenance. 
Suggestion that DPC provides capital cost of courts and funds any profession cleaning and 
painting as necessary. Deddington Tennis Club to add moss control as necessary, keep the courts 
clear of leaves and monitor condition of the courts, notifying if any issues. Quotes to be sought 
regarding what ongoing costs are likely to be. 

189/24 Highways and Transport report. 
a) Winter salt requirements. See 188/24 Environment and Recreation report item f) Salt bins. 
b) Meeting with OCC highways officer concerning traffic calming measures in Hempton. 

Highways Officer unsure whether funding for Hempton traffic calming measures is still available. 
Traffic calming measures will need to take place after the resurfacing of Hempton Road. Agreed 
that at least 3.5 metres carriageway should be left alongside the build-outs to enable wider farm 
vehicles to pass. May be possible to move the build-out on the Deddington side closer to St Johns 
Way to give more room to manoeuvre wide agricultural vehicles. Highways Officer will aim to 
secure a VAS sign on the Deddington side of Hempton, funds permitting. Signage at the pinch 
point may be improved. Consideration will be given to bringing the Give Way line forward. Has 
also asked for vegetation to be cut back. 

c) VAS. Smiley VASes are not the current approved replacement for existing 30mph VAS. If these 
are not forthcoming Cllr H Oldfield to enquire if it would be possible for DPC to pay the difference 
of around £600 for each VAS in order that the Parish 30mph signs can be replaced with the 
Smiley version. Cllr H Oldfield informing Westcotec, the company replacing the VASes, of the 
DPC preference. Consideration for each working group to consider wish lists for the future. 

d) Community Speed Watch. TVP poster to be added to Parish noticeboards in Hempton and 
Deddington. 

e) CAST group. Through Clifton, during test periods, 427 cars exceeded 24mph. 34 of these were 
over 40mph and will get a visit from TVP. Average speed 30-32mph. 

f) Temporary Road Closure/No Waiting at Horse Fair, Victoria Terrace, Market Place, Chapel 
Square, Castle Street, Deddington. Road closure for resurfacing, drainage repairs and verge 
works. Will operate from 8th October 2024. Anticipated completion date 11 October 2024. 

g) Resident complaint. Complaint that two huge planters have been placed in the pull-in/parking 
area outside Deddington Manor. Reported to Fix My Street. 



h) Emergency Planning. OALC has asked that Cllr M Cox write a piece for their bulletin regarding 
DPC involvement in Emergency Planning. OCC resilience team approved. DPC Emergency 
Planning working group needs to arrange a meeting to update the Emergency Plan and check 
equipment/volunteers. 

i) Planters. Looking for one more sponsor.  

190/24 Items for information. 
a) Notices in the Co-op. Cllr N Mylne has spoken to the store manager to request whether Parish 

Council notices can be put up in the Co-op. Was informed that if the Co-op headquarters receives 
a letter from the Parish Council requesting a noticeboard, it is likely that it will be looked upon 
favourably. Cllr H Oldfield to write to headquarters regarding this. 

b) The Unicorn. Cllr N Mylne has thanked the manager of the Unicorn regarding Wi-fi provision. 
DPC to write a formal letter of thanks. 

191/24 Update from the Parish Council Representatives. 
a) Friends of Deddington Library. A Collins has stood down as chairman, and B Williams has 

taken on this role. Thanks to both for their community service. 
b) Deddington Charity Estates. New roofs being put on the Alms Houses. Potential issue regarding 

bats. Blue plaque on the Alms Houses. 
c) Holly Tree. Registration of the land ongoing. 
d) Deddington Parish Calendar. Will be for sale at the farmers market on the 28th September. 
e) The Duke, Clifton. Application for it to become a residential property. 
f) Deddington School. About 4 families within the catchment area who have not got a place at the 

school are concerned about new properties being built. 

192/24 Date of the next meeting: The next Parish Council meeting will take place on 16 October 2024 at 
7:30pm in the Hempton Lounge, Windmill Centre, Deddington. Meeting closed at: 9.55pm 

193/24 Exclusion of the Public and the Press: because the nature of the business to be transacted is 
sensitive the public and press be temporarily excluded from the meeting (Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act 1960s: To consider future land use. DPC to see if there is any 
possibility that the allotments, which are currently for sale, can be purchased by the Deddington 
Parish Council. Discussion regarding use of current nursery site, following move to new nursery in the 
future. Suggestions included padel court, extra parking and EV charging. Discussion also regarding 
whether play equipment can be sited at Caste Grounds on the concrete bases already present. 
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