
 

 

DEDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held at Hempton Lounge, Windmill Centre, Deddington at 
7:30pm on Wednesday 7 May 2025. 

Present: Cllrs H Oldfield (Chair), N ap Simon, S O’Neill, N Smith, C Snashall, M Swadling, J Watts and T 

Timms   

Also present:  County Cllr G Epps, Cherwell District Cllr D Rogers, 3 members of the public, and a 

Deddington New Representative. 

Minutes:  Cllr C Snashall proposed, Cllr S O’Neill seconded the motion and the Council RESOLVED 
(unanimous by those in attendance) that the minutes of the meeting held on the 16 April 2025 were a true 
record of the meeting. 

Chair’s Annual Report 
 
The year started well. In May, a referendum in the parish on our newly completed neighbourhood plan was 
approved by a majority of 791 votes to 58 – and was “made” by Cherwell District Council (CDC) soon after. And 
in the same month the new roof on the Windmill Centre was completed at a total cost of £89,000, of which 
around £6,000 came from parish funds, the rest from grants.  
 
The neighbourhood plan broadly allocates one site north of the fire station for 90 houses which comes with 
generous community benefits: a nursery, a car park, which should enable the health centre to expand, an 
orchard and a biodiversity zone 
 
In the absence of an up-to-date CDC Local Plan, our neighbourhood plan is the key guiding principle for 
planning decisions. However, our NP now looks frailer than it did this time last year. This is because CDC are 
now deemed to have only a 2.3% land supply instead of the required 5%. They are judged to be 
underperforming in approving large planning applications for housing developments and are actually in danger 
of having planning decisions taken out of their hands and diverted to the Ministry of Housing.  
 
This means that all but the most egregious applications are likely to be approved. We will need to be vigilant. 
Our NP should be reviewed within the next five years.  
 
Looking to a much more local problem, you may remember last summer that the church clock in Deddington 
kept on stopping. Colin Cox, captain of the bell ringers, was up and down the church tower like a fiddler’s elbow 
getting it going again (huge thanks to him.) Finally, engineers called in by the parochial church council seem to 
have managed a lasting repair. Ding dong. The PC agreed to pay half of the annual maintenance cost, to be 
reviewed annually 
 
A proposed 9-house self-build development opposite St John’s Way in Hempton caused widespread opposition 
in Hempton. Initially the application was refused, a second appeal is to be held this month. Among the S106 
contributions promised with the application is £10,000 destined for the Old School Room. Rainier, the 
developers, have agreed that the S106 agreement could be rewritten to include repair and refurbishment to the 
adjoining church which has suffered a leaking roof. 
 
The mini tennis courts at the Windmill are now complete with a new water supply connected alongside the 
tennis pavilion. This was paid for by S106 money from the Burrington estates at Hempton Gate and Clifton 
Gate.  
 
Burrington in Deddington are now out of business, leaving us short of some £100k owed in S106 money and 
the road on the Clifton Gate estate incomplete. We asked CDC to withhold permission for affordable houses on 
the site to be sold until road work was finished. CDC responded that they had handed the matter to their legal 
department, but we have heard nothing since. Burrington did do the highway and pavement work at Hempton 
Gate, which includes a traffic calming build-out. 
 
Last summer, the parish council expressed its support for a new stadium for Oxford United football club at the 
“triangle” at Kidlington. The planning application is still undecided by CDC. 
 



 

 

We lost some councillors who resigned, including Alistair Swan who did prodigious work in Hempton trying to 
improve road safety and banishing heavy lorries, and most recently Alan Collins, who’s had a most 
distinguished career on the parish council. In their place we have welcomed two new councillors, Nick ap 
Simon and Nick Smith, who have already proved invaluable. We now have two vacancies and are looking to 
recruit new PC members. We have appointed an assistant clerk, Lisa Smith, to help with the ever-increasing 
workload in the PC’s back office – a warm welcome to her. 
 
In August we had a joyous event in Hobart Way on the Hempton Gate estate organised by the North Oxford 
Military Vehicles Trust, led by their chair Tony King. A memorial stone to Major General Sir Percy Hobart, 
genius in tank warfare, who lived in Leadenporch House, New Street, was installed in Hobart Way. Jo Eames, 
the current resident of Sir Percy’s old house, gave a beautiful speech, a dozen or more military mini-tanks, 
transporters and jeeps were on display, and most entertainingly a platoon of the Home Guard were on parade 
giving the whole event, and the tea afterwards in the Windmill Centre, an enjoyable Dad’s Army vibe. 
 
This is the Blandford fly season. I have escaped any bites so far this year, I wonder if you have?  Steeple Aston 
parish council were keen to employ a team from Bournemouth University to carry out tests and then treatment 
on the fly’s breeding grounds in the Cherwell River this year. The testing has been done, but the treatment has 
been postponed until next year. They are still keen that we should share the cost.  
 
When I attended a meeting of Steeple Aston parish council meeting a week or two ago they asked me why we 
had so far declined to contribute. I replied that this request was first presented to us at our December meeting 
when we were approving our budget – so they were too late. But also, a) the testing zone only goes as far as 
Clifton bridge, b) we have another river, the Swere, also likely to be a breeding ground for the fly which was not 
being tested, c) the treatment would be an annual cost d) there were questions whether the treatment would 
affect other riverine wildlife. 
 
The Holly Tree. During legal work to extend the lease of the Deddington Housing Association at the Holly Tree 
it transpired that, as well as being a custodian trustee of the Holly Tree, the parish council were also the owners 
of the site. The parish council agreed, at the Holy Tree’s request, that we should return the site to them when 
they achieve CIO status, which is under way. 
 
Road works. The roads in Clifton, Deddington, along Hempton Road thru Hempton have been resurfaced 
thanks to a grant made to OCC by USAF. This is a huge improvement for which our car suspensions will be 
grateful. We understand there is still enough in the kitty to pay for proposed traffic calming measures in 
Hempton. 
 
The proposed build-outs at either end of the village have proved to be more controversial than we anticipated, 
although the vote was in favour of them in a consultation conducted by OCC. The work has been delayed. Cllr 
Fatemian warned us in August that persistent arguments about what were the best traffic calming measures in 
another local parish resulted in nothing being done. We hope that is not the upshot here. 
 
Cllr Maureen Cox has set up and will lead a speedwatch group for Deddington and Hempton. The group is now 
17-strong and raring to go. Clifton has its own speedwatch group, CAST, and they have already achieved 
improved signage and entrance gates to their village. 
 
The nursery. Assuming a new nursery will be included in the development north of the fire station, near the 
primary school, the question arose what would happen to the vacated site at the Windmill. The parish council 
asked OCC for the site, which they own, to be gifted to the parish. The OCC leader replied, saying all options 
will be considered. 
 
The Poplars. CDC approved a planning application for four additional bungalows to be built on the Poplars field 
alongside the Castle Grounds. The parish council recommended rejection on two occasions – the second time 
on my casting vote – as did Historic England, but the need for suitable housing for more elderly residents 
prevailed. 
 
The Deddington Estate, previously owned by M&G properties, was put up for sale. The estate includes four 
fields of varying sizes around the parish and the Satin Lane allotments. A possibility that individuals in the 
parish might club together to buy the estate for community benefit came to nothing. I wrote to six Oxford 



 

 

colleges suggesting they might like to buy the estate for carbon offset bearing in mind that Home Farm in 
Clifton, also owned by M&G, had been sold to New College for this purpose. This too came to nothing. The 
estate has been bought by Storey Homes, a family-owned development company based in Milton Keynes. 
 
Ever the opportunists, we have written to Storey Homes asking whether they would like to make a gift to the 
parish of the Satin Lane allotments since there is very little chance of them ever receiving planning permission 
to build there. We haven’t heard back yet. 
 
VE day. There will be a ceremony in the Market Place and the lower churchyard tomorrow, and then a beacon 
is to be lit in the evening in a field on the south side of the Hempton Road. We hope to see lots of you at both 
events. 
 
I am not standing as chair in the annual parish meeting in a couple of weeks’ time. I have enjoyed my time as 
chair greatly. I want to thank my marvellous colleagues on the parish council for their hard work, for their 
support and the enjoyment we’ve all had in doing our best for the community. I’d like to pass on huge thanks 
from us all to our clerk who keeps the wheels turning and ensures we follow the law and protocol. Our stewards 
do a fine job, we’re very grateful to them – they should be proud of the work they do keeping the parish looking 
spruce. Particular thanks to Richard Bannister who has gone above and beyond for many, many years and is 
now having to wind down his activities. Thanks too to Lisa Smith and our minutes genius Elen Squires. 
Deddington is fortunate in having an excellent parish magazine, and we are so grateful to Jill Cheeseman for 
loyally attending our meetings and providing diligent reports on our doings and sayings. 
 
Finally, many thanks to our CDC councillor, David Rogers, and to our former county councillor Arash Fatemian 
for all the support he has given us – as a fellow loser (for a different party) in the 1 May elections, I offer him 
heartfelt commiserations. He will be missed. 
 
  

Report from the Chairs of the Parish Council’s Working Groups 
 

Planning 
Deddington Parish Council received a total of 61 Planning Applications for the 2024/2025 year (80 in 2022–23 
& 68 in 2023–24) – these were 30 residential/ building related, 8 Commercial and 23 tree related applications.   
The 23 tree related applications referred to a total of 69 trees, 20 of these were to be felled for a variety of 
reasons, mostly overcrowding, poor/dangerous/diseased condition, overhanging roads, and undermining 
buildings. 
Where the applicant hadn’t already offered to do so, we requested that several of the felled trees were to be 
replaced as appropriate, either on site or by recommending supporting the Woodlands Trust Scheme that gives 
away trees as a way of replacing what has been lost, but in a more suitable & sustainable environment.  
The remaining 49 trees were to pollard/reduce/crown/top trees, to maintain them in a good condition, of these 
13 (and 6 of the ones to be felled) were on one application from Castle House, Bullring, which hasn’t been 
determined at the time of writing this report.  
There have been two new Tree Preservation Orders (TPO’s) in the Parish this year. One at Mount Pleasant in 
Hempton to cover 2 Horse Chestnuts, 2 Norway Spruce and 3 Walnut trees.  
The other TPO was to cover an Oak, Sycamore and Ash at Land west of Stonecroft House on the Clifton Road, 
along with the woodland bordering the Castle Grounds, south of the Poplars site. 
The 30 residential building related applications were mostly for renovations, modifications, single and two 
storey extensions, conservatories, new gates, windows etc.  Included was 1 application to create 4 new 
residential single storey dwellings at the Poplars, Clifton Road. 
One more slightly unusual application was a 30+ metre long swimming pool building adjacent to the Holly Tree 
cottages in Earls Lane. This application was refused in the 2023–24 year, however, came back as an 
application for a Certificate of Lawfulness (CLUP) in this year, which we still objected to as we felt it was 
detrimental to the amenity of the elderly/disabled residents in the Holly Tree Cottages, but was subsequently 
approved by CDC. 
Of the 8 commercial applications, one was to convert hotel/letting rooms annexed to the Deddington Arms, to 
residential accommodation creating a further 4 new homes in the Parish. 
Two applications were to extend agricultural barns for additional storage at Pure Barn on the Oxford Road and 
Home Farm in Clifton, and a sustainability consultation at the land to the rear of the Duke in Clifton. Deddington 



 

 

Charity Estates applied to have the floor and column bases repaired under the Town Hall and The Highways 
Dept. on the Banbury Road, replaced an existing temporary office building with a new one. 
In terms of appeals, the 9-house development proposed in 2022 at East of Coombe Cottage in Hempton was 
originally refused by CDC and went to appeal in 2023. The appeal was dismissed. However, in an interesting 
twist, the land agent Rainier Homes, raised a complaint to the Secretary of State believing that the appeal 
Inspector had not managed the appeal in a fair and appropriate manner, having included matters that were not 
originally considered.  
The Secretary of State overturned the 2023 Appeal, and the matter is set to be heard in a new appeal on 20 
May 2025. 
We have also had an M106 application, in which Burrington Homes (Clifton Road) applied to have the 5 
affordable homes built on the site sold on the open market at a discounted rate as they had been unable to find 
a housing association (eg. Sanctuary, Charter) to take them on. This decision, which we supported, is 
outstanding. Though we proposed a much higher discount and asked for an undertaking to ensure that the full 
discount stayed with the house in perpetuity 
As a matter of interest, CDC have only opposed our opinion on 2 applications in the last year, both of which we 
opposed, and CDC approved. One was the application for the four bungalows at the Poplars, Clifton Rd, the 
other being the swimming pool house at Holly House, Earls Lane. 
We do have to remember that we offer a layman’s view on the applications we respond to, and we aren’t 
always in full receipt of all the information at the point our opinion is sought. While some knowledge and 
experience are used to support our recommendations, we more importantly offer a local opinion sometimes 
giving information that CDC may not have, which is useful to them. 
We are not qualified nor expected to apply the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) to any comments 
we make, this is the planners’ job, so occasionally we differ in our opinions for much more technical reasons 
than we know or understand at the time of giving our views. 
It is always interesting to see why CDC do, or do not support our view when they make a decision that differs 
from ours and is always a good exercise to read the Decision Notice and see the reasons why they chose to 
determine a particular application in a certain way.  
Deddington’s NHP was ‘made’ in June 2024. It is particularly relevant now to ensure that in any application that 
we receive, we see that the applicant has given full and thorough consideration to the Neighbourhood Plan 
(NHP) where it is appropriate to do so within the application itself.  
We perhaps need to recognise that Planning Officers must consider many other criteria than the NHP, 
including but not limited to, housing need, balance of harm v public benefits, 5-year housing land supply, 
sustainability etc. but that they should always take the NHP into account where appropriate in particular on new 
build applications. 
There are currently 5 applications submitted this year, that have yet to be determined on 1  May 2025, when this 
report was drafted. 
It is interesting to note, that 3 of the 5 outstanding are all Listed Buildings and require input from the 
Conservation Officer. One such application has been undetermined since last November. It would appear that 
applications requiring Conservation input take longer to determine than those that don’t. 
We have had correspondence from a member of the public wishing us to lobby CDC to adopt Article 4 Direction 
for Deddington Market Place.  CDC reviewed/consulted on this with Dr Rose Todd (Conservation Officer) in 
2012 and subsequently dismissed by CDC as something they were not prepared to take on.  
DPC resolved not to follow this up concluding it would costly, and CDC were unlikely to engage with it now with 
budget constraints so tight and the likelihood of a Unitary Authority coming forward in the next couple of years.  
We have dealt with other matters too as well as correspondence from residents, including but not limited to, 
Discharge of Conditions (DISC), Listed Building (LB) consents, conversions, extensions, Non-Material 
Amendment (MNA) applications, Certificates of Lawfulness (CLUP/CLUE), variations on plans previously 
approved, re-consultation on plans currently under consideration, Reserved matters (REM), variations/re-
consultations on planning applications, and the occasional site visit if the application is particularly concerning. 
CDC have the final say on applications and there have been some occasions where they have not agreed with 
the PC’s recommendations, as mentioned above. In general, though, we believe our views are heard by CDC. 
The PC in most cases approve applications that meet planning criteria and are regarded as sustainable 
development, always having regard to legitimate concerns and objections of neighbours and other 
parishioners. 
It has, as always, been a very varied and interesting year!  
 
 
 



 

 

Highways Annual Report 2025 – Cllr M Cox 
 
I would like to thank our working group for their continuing support and hard work. We thank Alan Collins, who 
resigned at the April DPC meeting, for all his hard work over the years in his various roles in the Parish Council 
and his previous role as Chair of the Highway Group. Although I have to say I never could understand your 
database Alan, it remains a mystery to me to this day … 
We also work closely with the Hempton and Clifton councillors on their village highways issues. As usual this 
committee has been extremely busy. We have been successful in many areas but there are still issues 
outstanding, e.g. replacement of HGV signs, and movement of the existing sign and an additional school sign 
on the Banbury road. A date to carry out any OCC works has yet to be agreed as it is too soon following the 
end of the financial year for contracts to be issued and signed.   
The group has carried out many meetings with OCC officer Dave Catling, highway officers and the OCC 
engagement team, many thanks for their support and co-operation.   
 
Deddington Sign We formally thanked one of our local firefighters who has been fighting a battle with whoever 
likes to remove the letters from the Deddington sign on the entrance to village by the Fire Station.  A local 
resident complained, Cllr Oldfield contacted him to ask how he did it and he just went ahead and did it for 
us. All these small jobs really help keep the place smart. There are many community-minded unsung heroes in 
the Parish for that we thank them. 
 
Parish Planters. These became the responsibility of this group. Sponsors were sought to maintain the 
planters, and some are in need of repair. It was agreed that a sum of up to £50 could be given to those private 
individuals tending the planters, on receipt of invoices. Our preference for those unsponsored planters would 
be to plant drought resistant, insect-attracting perennials such as rosemary or lavender bushes. DPC thank all 
our sponsors but need around 3 more.  

Hempton HGVs. Following complaints around HGVs using a route through Hempton the then Cllr Swan (since 
resigned) put many hours in lobbying to make a difference. OCC carried out an area weight restriction 
engagement. Consultation threw up more questions than it answered.  OCC adopted a new Freight and 
Logistics Strategy in July 2022. The strategy addresses the challenges associated with the movement of goods 
in Oxfordshire. It sets out the actions required to deliver appropriate, efficient, clean and safe movement. In 
order to encourage HGVs to use appropriate routes we identified a number of actions such as promoting our 
HGV route map. The B4031 is identified as an appropriate route on our route map (p28) for local access traffic. 
The A4260 and A361 are identified on the map as appropriate routes for links to smaller towns. However, it is 
important to recognise that our route map is only advisory.  We are now working to implement this process so 
that there is a consistent county-wide approach. We are currently conducting more detailed studies in two 
areas: the Windrush Valley and Henley-on-Thames. We are now conducting these studies with input from the 
relevant county councillors and key stakeholders. Whilst Deddington and Hempton are not within either study 
area, the Windrush Valley HGV study could help provide some additional data of relevance. The map is only 
advisory and we are looking into ways of promoting it to support our aspirations. Many thanks to (ex) Cllr Swan 
for all the time and effort he put in on pursuing this issue. 

EV Micro Hub charging sites. Leaflets were inserted in the November issue of DN asking for parish opinion 
on EV charging points and where to site them. The east side of Bull Ring has been recommended. We are 
waiting for a decision regarding LEVI funding. We thanked the DN for inserting the leaflets in their magazine. 
 
Road Closures HTWG wish to thank Deddington News and Cllr Robinson for advertising all relevant 
forthcoming closures on their media.  

USAF In April 2024 we learnt that around £1.3m is expected to be spent on a project to improve road safety 
around two US Air Force bases. It will help improve safety and roads near RAF Barford St John, near Bloxham, 
Oxfordshire. The work was commissioned after motorcyclist Harry Dunn was killed by a US citizen driving on 
the wrong side of the road near RAF Croughton, Northamptonshire, in August 2019. The two air bases are 
about nine miles (14.4km) apart. Work includes improving signage between them and road improvements. 
They include spending £315,000 on the roads between the Deddington crossroads and Barford St John. This 
work has been carried out and money unspent will be held over for another 3 months. 



 

 

VASs. Following a robust and comprehensive review of RTCs dating back to 2010, we believe that we have 
been successful in securing some of the USAF monies to install VASs at the entrance to Deddington on the 
Banbury Road, the Clifton Road and in the vicinity of the Hempton road build out. Plus more road signs for the 
Clifton Road following near misses when turning into Fardon Way. 
HTWG was able to get smiley face replacement VASs for Clifton, Deddington and Hempton and an additional 
VAS for Hempton.  
 
Hempton traffic calming.  Following engagement with Hempton residents and parish farmers who use 
Hempton to access their farms and land, a plan was put out for consultation by OCC in Nov/Dec. The result 
was 39 for and 27 against the proposals. 
 
Build-outs. OCC have had to redesign these to accommodate current standards for cycle safety which they 
weren’t previously aware of. The carriageway width cannot be 4m as we wanted – (3.2m is the maximum 
allowable), so OCC have re-designed with over-runable islands that will accommodate farm vehicles up to 
4.1m wide.  Also in view of the large number of (very detailed) objections received during the consultation OCC 
is having to do more work in terms of speed and accident data and may have to set up a trial using temporary 
layouts (i.e. removable signs and cones) to prove that the proposed layout does work.  
The USAF money for Hempton traffic calming will be held over for 3 months.  
 
CSW.  Cllr Cox volunteered to co-ordinate – the kit has been handed over and training will soon commence. 
 
Speed restriction change. The working group was successful in requesting a speed reduction on the 
Adderbury to Deddington stretch of the A4260. 50mph will replace the National Speed Limit (NSL) southwards 
from the 40/NSL terminal south of Berry Hill Road to the NSL/20 terminal at the northern edge of Deddington 
 
ANPR cameras. DPC is on the list for next year for consideration for replacement of obsolete cameras at the 
traffic lights. 
 
Clifton CAST group. A self-funding independent CSW/traffic safety group of 7 Clifton residents, CAST was 
established in September 2023. We met with the chair and answered his questions: (1) The HTWG were not 
able to give support in principle to any of the group’s traffic calming proposals. The members of the HTWG do 
not have the technical, engineering expertise to make an informed opinion, that is the role of the OCC 
professionals. Highways is the remit of OCC not DPC. (2) Funding – apply formally via the Parish Clerk. (3) 
Should the CAST group organise an OCC–CAST group meeting it would be desirable to invite a member of 
DPC’sHTWG. 
 
 

Environment & Recreation Report  – Cllr M Robinson 
 
2024 was another busy year working on projects to make the parish of Deddington an attractive place to live, 
while being conscious of promoting and supporting our environment and keeping an eye on the budget at the 
same time. We strive to get the best outcome for parishioners, negotiating competing demands for space, 
funds and activities. 
 
Parish wide: 
This was the second year when we ran No Mow May/June, a scheme to leave the grass in areas of the parish 
uncut during May and June to promote biodiversity and encourage wildflowers and pollinators for bees.  
 
The original scheme brought an avalanche of comments, equally balanced between good and bad, so we 
listened and simplified the scheme, doing less but better with a reduced number of sites. Sightlines around 
junctions and the village centre greens were all taken out of the scheme. We’ll repeat the exercise this year and 
monitor the results again. 
 
Our tree management programme continues, catching up after years of under-investment. This includes 
treating trees affected by ash dieback.  
 



 

 

We work with the very active Allotment Society and Friends of Castle Grounds to look after their patches. 
Another of the areas we look after is the Hempton Road cemetery: this year we had to do a periodic ‘topple 
test’ of potentially unsafe headstones which always tends to cause some upset to residents. 
 
Play areas: 
Thanks to the community benefit grants that come with new housing developments, this year we have made 
substantial improvements to the children’s play areas at Welford’s Piece and Wimborn Close, with more to 
come at the Windmill, focussing on facilities for teens. 
 
Windmill Centre: 
This is the PC’s biggest asset and work continues with the energetic and resourceful Windmill Management 
Committee (WMC) to maintain and improve the building and its facilities.  
 
Last year’s major projects were:   

• A new roof to counter water ingress and condensation and improve insulation 

• Hugely popular mini tennis courts, and a water supply to the tennis pavilion 

• CCTV camera upgrade covering the building, sports pitches and play areas 

• New LED carpark lighting 

• Acoustic panels  
 
This year the exterior of the building will be repainted and rotting wood panels replaced. Next will be the 
refurbishment of the upstairs kitchenette and, in 2026, an upgrade to the showers, the last of the major 
upgrades for a while. 
 
We are struggling to find a solution to kids on bikes in the copse, particularly BMX jumps appearing. This is a 
restricted space, shared with dog, and recreational, walkers and children on the play equipment, and the PC 
has to be mindful of the needs of all users. 
 
In the 2015 parish questionnaire, the Windmill came in for some pretty fierce criticism over the condition of the 
building and the standard of facilities, both in and out. Since then, thanks to grants, donations, community 
benefit schemes, Parish Council funds and good management on the part of the WMC, over £400,000 has 
been spent to bring you the centre building, the play areas and sport pitches you see today.  
 
We are very fortunate in having leisure and play facilities of this standard in a parish our size. They do need 
ongoing funds for their maintenance and ultimate replacement, and we have built an accrual fund into our 
financial management. 
 
Dog poo:  
Dog poo left on the ground continues to be a concern, particularly on the sports fields where children play 
matches. It’s disgusting, it’s unhealthy and it’s anti-social. We do provide dog poo bins: if the nearest one is full, 
please find another or take the bag home. Don’t hang it on a tree and expect someone else to clear it! We pay 
CDC around £2,500 a year for this service: dog lovers think it is essential and complain if bins are full; non-dog 
lovers complain about the cost. Please, everyone, do your bit by calling out the stubborn small minority of 
residents who think nothing of it – it’s particularly upsetting when the only reply is verbal abuse.   
 
And please keep dogs out of the children’s play areas – they can be very frightening to some littlies. 
 
Our thanks as always go to our overworked Clerk, Susan Fuller, the two parish stewards, Richard and Gareth, 
who keep the place in good nick, and to Cllr Terry Timms who is our eyes and ears around the parish. And to 
the Windmill Management Committee for their careful husbandry of the Windmill Centre. Thank you all. 
 

Finance & General Purposes Working Group report – Cllr C Snashall 
 
Though F&GP's main concern is with the financial accounts and budget control, the working group considers 
every development in the parish and assesses its financial implications, As these are covered in other working 
groups’ reports they will not be covered here. In addition, it deals with staff matters, including appropriate 
annual reviews and salary levels. 
 



 

 

Once exceptional items have been taken into account, the Council's routine income and expenditure showed a 
very small surplus. 
 
Total funds held by the Council at the end of March are £460,948.  This includes amounts for current expenses 
and parish reserves. The reserves include a contingency fund equal to the annual precept that all parish 
councils are advised to hold for emergencies, and a capital fund which came to the parish many years ago and 
is legally ring fenced for spending on capital items so cannot be used for routine expenditure, but the interest 
on the money invested can be used to provide services in the parish. 
 
Interest on bonds this year at £16,529 was higher than the previous year due to improved interest rates.  We 
continue to search for good returns within the constraints of the Financial Services Compensation Scheme limit 
of £85,000 for any one institution.   
 
The annual financial report will be published on the Parish Council website once it has been audited. 
For the coming year we have set a precept of £76,783, which works out at just under £6 a month for Band D 
council taxpayers.  This represents and increase of 4% on last year to cover inflation, wage rises, increased 
National Insurance contributions and necessary maintenance work.  In addition, we have employed an 
assistant parish clerk on limited hours to help with the ever-expanding workload in running the parish.  We do 
our utmost to keep our facilities safe and in good order, and to ensure the parish is a pleasant place to live. 
I would like to thank the Clerk for all her work on keeping the finances in order, and ensuring that we act within 
the law applying to local councils at all time. 

Cllr David Rogers, Cherwell District Council – Annual Report 2025 

Cherwell Local Plan 

The change in government, a revised National Planning Policy Framework and higher housing targets have 
given planning authorities across the country a fresh challenge. Cherwell were so close to completing their 
local plan review that it was possible to press ahead with the existing plan and the older, lower targets. Unless 
there is a last-minute issue, this plan will be submitted for inspection in the coming weeks. 

Five-Year Housing Land Supply 

Cherwell District Council can longer demonstrate a 5-year housing land supply. This means that planners must 
give more consideration to applications and unless there is a really pressing issue, permission is likely to be 
granted. 

The importance of Neighbourhood Plans 

The most effective way a community can have a say in local planning matters is to prepare a Neighbourhood 
Plan that includes an allocation of housing. The plans have to be formally prepared and frequently reviewed but 
do represent the best way to shape a community taking local views into account. 

Move to Castle Quay 

Cherwell has now moved from Bodicote into Castle Quay. The offices are significantly smaller, much more 
energy efficient and will be easier to maintain. I’ve offered my congratulations to the officers who made this 
move possible and kept the project on-time and on-budget. 

The Future of Local Government 

The short version is that this will likely be imposed on us in 2028. However, with a general election before 
August 2029 there is an outside chance that delays and budget constraints could leave things as they are. 
Three options have been submitted to government: 

• A single council for Oxfordshire (Oxfordshire Council), 

• Two councils (Ridgeway Council and Oxford City, West Oxfordshire and Cherwell Council using existing 
district council boundaries) 

• Three councils (Greater Oxford Council, North Oxfordshire Council and Ridgeway Council) – with the 
latter two options both involving the inclusion of West Berkshire Council.  

 



 

 

Flooding and Potholes 

These County Council issues have been reported in every Parish Council across the ward. Andrew, Eddie, 
Arash and I are doing all we can to press the County Council to remember the rural communities and to re-
consider their priorities. This is budget related and the state of our roads is an ever-growing concern. 

Farming Protests 

Over the last year I’ve spoken to many farming families and rural industry businesses. There is a real sense of 
fear and anger over the government’s planned inheritance tax changes and the farming representatives have 
repeatedly met government ministers to try to convey the damage that this will do. 

Health Care Contributions 

This has been a passion of mine for many years and since being elected I’ve made good progress. 
Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire and Berkshire West Integrated Care Board are meeting CDC to discuss the 
future of Primary Care after a motion I raised.  
I have attended the Health Watch meetings and as many of the ICB board meetings as I can. I’ve raised this 
issue with the Conservative policy teams (both planning and healthcare) and have an undertaking from the 
Shadow Health Minister, Dr Luke Evans MP, to press this issue in the House. I’ve recently met Robert Jenrick 
MP, Dr Neil Shastri-Hurst MP, Nigel Huddleston MP and Sean Woodcock MP to discuss this. I understand that 
both Labour and Conservatives have this issue under discussion and I hope that infrastructure for all this 
development is delivered. 
I’m going to do all I can to ensure Primary Care expansion stays on the radar of members, officers and 
Parliamentarians so that there is a plan for the future of primary care. 

Local Elections 2025 

Thank you to Andrew McHugh and to Arash Fatemian for their many years of service. Congratulations to Zoe 
McLernon who joins me and Eddie Reeves as your District Councillors and also to Gareth Epps as your County 
Councillor.  
 

Open discussion where individuals can raise issues of interest or concern 
A member of the public representing Hempton spoke at length about the proposed housing application 
adjacent to St Johns Way and asked if any Councillors would be able to add any comments into the Planning 
portal prior to the deadline of 14 May 25. 
 
CDC Councillor Rogers spoke about the recent elections and thanked all those involved with the counts and 
polling stations throughout the county with all aspects of running local elections. 
 
CC Gareth Epps, newly elected to his position, gave an introduction and will be given all his contact details as 
soon as possible. 
 
The meeting closed at 8:30pm 

 


