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DEDDINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

T

Minutes of the Council Meeting held on Wednesday, 15th January,

1997 at the Town Hall, Deddington commencing at /.30 pm.

Present:- Councillors Todd (Chairman), Mrs Brewer, Clarke,

Drake, Mrs Fisher, Flux, Miss Hill, Mrs Lee, Oddy, Mrs Stevens,
and Mrs Swash. County Councillor Matthews and District
Councillor 0'Sullivan in attendance.

102/96 Apologies for Absence.
Apologies were received from Crs Clinch and Cosgrove.

103/96 Minutes of the meeting held on 11th December, 1996,
Cr Mrs Stevens moved, Cr YMrs Fisher seconded and it was
unanimously agreed that these minutes be adopted as a true

record and thev were signed by the Chairman,

104/956 Cherwell District Council BDraft Parish Charter.

v The Draft Charter, which was circulated at the preceding

meeting, was discussed, points made being that Open Meetings
were favoured, one meeting per annum would be adequate and the
Council was looking forward to the additional promised
consultation on various topics. It was agreed that the District
Council be informed that

(a) Low Cost Housing be added as a consultative issue,

(b) A reasonable period for consultation would normally be the
end of the month following the month following the month in
which the request was made and in any case not less than 28
davs,

(c) this Council would wish to be included in the proposed
arrangements for consultation and

(d) one meeting per annum should normally be adequate but it
is desirable that a reasonable time be allocated for open
discussion.

105/96 Low Cost Housing.

The Clerk reported that the Housing Association were awaiting
the detailed requirements for vision splays from their
Architect to satisfy the Highway Authority, grant approval will
be applied for at the end of this month., All requisite
information had been supplied to the Planning Authority on
housing demand and the Outline Planning Application had been
submitted., Council then considered the report of a recent
meeting with the County Council at which a mini roundabout was
thought to be feasible at the junction of the Low Cost Housing
estate road,and the Hempton Road which would have the effect of
considerabl§ reducing speeding on the latter road. This would
increase the costs to the developer and it was moved by Cr
Flux, seconded by Cr Clarke and unanimously agreed that this
Council would be prepared to make a contridbution towards the
additional costs of constructing the roundabout. It was also
agreed that this Council would be prepared to commit funds to




prepare a roundabout scheme,

136/96 Tourism.

The Chairman reported upon a meeting with officers of the
District Council regarding the current lack of support for
Tourism in this Parish from the District Council. Certain
posters were displaved which were being used in other Parishes
within the District and could be modifiied for Deddington. He
had obtained an estimate for the construction of a noticeboard,
which could be sited under the Town Hall, from a local firm in
the sum of £237 plus VAT. Points raised by members were a
separate Committee should be formed; increased Tourim would
benefit the retention of local shops and hostelries; car
parking was already difficult in the village centre and
additional traffic would exacerbate the position. It was moved
by Cr Miss Hill and agreed unanimously that soundings be taken
of parishioners upon whether Tourism should be promoted and the
results considered at the March meeting.

107/96 Recreation Committee.

, Cr Mrs Lee reported as follows:-

v (a) Grant application from Deddington Colts F¥ootball Club.
The Committee had considered the request and had requested
further information from the Club, which had been received
shortly prior to this meeting. The request was for £1,000 to
purchase 2 strips, the possibility being that for the sesason
1997/98 2 additional teams would be started. The Club would
continue with their fund raising efforts and would not require
such a grant on an annual basis. Other queries were answered
satisfactorily. It was agreed that a normal application form be
forwarded to the Club together with a request for a costed
business plan for the next 2/3 vyears.

// (b) Castle Grounds Pavilion.
Deddington Football Club had written saying that though they
had received a tender for the demolition of the pavilion they
had not proceeded as the Junior School PTA had put forward the
idea of moving the building to a new site on the school playing
field. However the PTA had not been able to secure grant aid
for the project and had abandoned it. The Club had now
instructed their contractor to proceed with the demolition and
it should he completed before the end of the current month. The
Council were appreciative of the sound reasons for the delav,

108/96 Environmental Committee.

Cr Mrs Stevens stated

(a) Christmas Decorations.
Many pleasing comments had been received, particularly relating
to the crib and its backcloths. It was good to note that it had
been almost free of vandalism.

(b) Village Design Statements.

These had now been received from the Countryside Commission and
proved to be very interesting. It was agreed that the LPA be
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consulted to receive their views upon such a statement being
prepared for Deddington, subject to it not being too long the
video be acquired for the next Parish Council Meeting and
subject to agreement a Parish Meeting be arranged to test
whether recruits could be found to undertake the varied tasks
required. '
(c¢) Millenium Yew Project.
A letter had been received from the Parochial Church Council
stating that to mark the millenium it is proposed that a yew
tree be planted in every parish in the countrv. There are
already sufficient trees within the churchyard and it was
suggested that the Deddington tree be offered to the Parish
Council to plant in the Cemetery. It was unanimously agreed to
accept the offer with thanks.

109/96 Highways Committee,

Cr Mrs Brewer reported as follows:-

(a) Traffic Management.
The meeting referred to in Min.105/95 had also considered
(i) investigations into the installation on a test basis, at
Clifton, of a mobile 30 mph sign which illuminates upon
detecting drivers exceeding the speed limit, A fixed system is
in use at Long Compton.
(ii) the necessity for an additional 2 lights in the Earls Lane
scheme. The Clerk was asked to contact the Street Lighting
Department of the County Council.
(iii) the movement in a northerly direction of the stop line at
the traffic lights on the Banbury Road to enable large vehicles
to safely turn from the Hempton Road to the Banburv Road.
(iv) A reply had been received from the Thames Valley Police
stating that they are considering using a mobile speed camera
in Hempton Road but at this time it is not operationally
possible. The promise made by the County Council Road Safety
Officer was that such a camera would be used on High Street/New
Street and discussions were ongoing.
(v)It appeared that the only way of reducing the parking of
cars on Main Street, Clifton was to make Parking Restriction
Orders but this would leave unanswered the question of where
the alternative parking could be provided.
(vi)Letters had been received from Mr J Small stating that he
wag reassured that the Council were investigating traffic
management solutions for Clifton and the District Council
stating that they had no financial resources to contribute to
the costs of painting 'Keep Clear' markings on the highway
~adjacent to the accesses of properties.

(b) A repogt had been made to the County Council regarding the
failure of the reinstatements in Chapel Square made by Energis'
contractors.

(¢) Remedial works to the High Street/New Street footpaths had
been delayed due to the snow, but pressure is being maintained
for a speedy completion of the works.

v (d) Southern Electric Contracting had given notice that they
will be commencing work on 20th of this month to refurbish the



4,

low voltage cables in the village. Letters will be hand
dglivered to each prhise affected regarding periods of loss of
supply. It was resoflved that the LPA and Southern Electric be
asked to state their policies regarding the undergrounding of
electricity cables in Conservation Areas and the situation re
Deddington.

v (e) Many people had commented upon the excellent work of Mr
Freeman during the cold weather in keeping the footpaths in the
centre of the village clear of ice and snow. It was resolved

that a letter of thanks be sent to Mr Freeman.

»/ 110/96 Planning and Property.
Cr Miss Hill reported upon the recommendations of the

Committee as follows:-
Applications.
96/2017F-College Farm, Hempton-New Farm i
observations.
94/2055F-Former Congregational Church and adjoining
barn,lempton-Conversion to form a single dwelling-No
observations.
97/32CLUR-Laurel House, Bull R
change of use of part of premi
shop=-No observations.
97/60TCA-Stone House, Market Place-Works to Fir Tree-No
observations.
96/200100T-Land west of Council Houses, Hempton Road-Outline
development of 24 Low Cost Houses-No ohservations.

fach of the above recommendations was approved.

ing-Retrospective application re
ses from residential to antique

Due to the late notification no members were able to attend
the Planning Seminar arranged by the District Council for 23rd
January, 1997.

The Clerk reported that in regard to the categorising of
villages re future development the LPA had replied stating that
a 'rural issues' topic paper will be issued in the second half
of this year with the aim of improving the Council's knowledge
and understanding of the wide range of issues affecting the
rural areas. It is suggested therefore that Deddington puts
forward a case for reclassification at that time.

111/96 Holly Tree Club.

Cr Clinch, in his absence, had by letter requested that the
following matters be raised.

(a) Roots of a willow tree have caused around £400 of damage
to underground pipes and although it has been pruned the
problem will recur. He suggested that the tree be felled and a
shrub be planted in its place. Resolved that a Planning
Application be made in this respect.

(b) There will be a meeting of the Holly Tree Committee on 6th
February, at the Club commencing at 7.30 pm to consider the
future use and management, now the Club has ceased to operate.
He would wish the Chairman, Vice- Chairman, Clerk and all
interested Members to attend so that the best way to utilise
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this Parish asset may be agreed.

1%2/96 Windmill Committee.

Cr ¥lux reported that there was 1 item of internal repair
still outstanding and the newly placed grit bin had proved very
useful in keeping the car park free of ice.

A letter had been received from the Deddington Beeches Bowls
Club, regarding the outstanding account, stating that at a
recent meeting 'after a full review of all aspects and the
history of this affair , the committee was unanimous in
declining to authorise payment of the Council's invoice No.1l1l.
Members also agreed to take legal advice on this dispute. We
expect to be in touch with the Council again in the new year as
. soon as such advice is to hand'., Resolved that the Clerk meet
" with the Club Committee to establish precisely the reasons for
the non-payment.

113/96 Accounts for Payment.

Accounts totalling £2,547.71 in accordance with a schedule
circulated at the meeting,a copy of which is filed with these
minutes, were unanimously approved for payment.

114/96 Investment of the Council's Funds.
The Clerk reported that at close of business on 1l4th January,
1997 the balances were as follows:-
£
450,000.00 Bradford & Bingley B S Bonus 120 A/c at 6.2%
100,000.00 Treasury Deposit fixed to 24.1.97 at 5.5%
19,046.54 at 14 days notice at 3.625%
3,133.95 at 2.25% overnight
572,180.49

115/96 Audit of Accounts - 1993/95,
The Clerk reported that the annual audit had been completed
and there were no matters to refer to the Council.

116/96 Internal Works to the Town Hall.

(a) Lighting - The contract had been awarded and it was
anticipated that the works would be complete by the next
meeting.

/ (b) Cushions - Members were delighted, with a certain
exception, with the new cushions and thanked Cr Clarke for a
Jjob well done. The cost of the work was £110 considerably less
than other quotes received.

(¢) Hard of Hearing Loop - Cr Flux stated that the cost would
be approximately £350 but the District Council had expended all
their grant thonies for the current year. It was resolved that
an application be made for a grant in the 1997/98 financial
yvear and the work be so delayed.

117/96 Correspondence.

(a) Invitation from CPRE to attend a seminar to review the
options for the sustainable development of the redundant

—




60
military site at Upper Hevford on Saturday, 18th January, 1997
in Upper Heyford Village Hall commencing at 2.00 pm.
v (b) Letter from Oxfordshire Association of Young People

. stating that the Bus project had received a phenomenal response
and that the project will give priority to Parish Councils who
can offer 3 'ingredients'.

l. An evening in the Village all that will remain available
after the 'bus has left. This can be arranged,

2, Financial support to the newly established club after the
Bus has left. Subject to the preparation of a satisfactory
'business plan' the Parish Council will be pleased to give
financial assistance.

3. Help with publicity and promotion of the project in the
village. This could be arranged.

Resolved that the above answers bhe forwarded to the DAYP.

/ (c¢) Notice of the Annual Meeting between Parishes and the
County Council at the Kirtlington Village Hall on Wednesday,
22nd January,,1997 commencing at 4,00 and 7.00pm. Crs Miss Hill
and G Brewer were appointed as this Council's representatives.

(d) Letter from the CAB introducing their Outreach Service to
Villages. The Outreach Worker will, by appointment, visit
persons requiring assistance, in their own homes. The Clerk has
the necessary documentation to apply for such an appointment.

(e) Applications for financial contributions,

v/l. Horton Cancer Resource Centre Appeal. Agreed a contribution
of £100.

2. Cherwell Valley Parishes towards meeting the costs of
Planning Consultants and other experts to support the work to
ensure that the views of local people are taken into account in
the planning process. Agreed that no contribution be made.

3. Winged Fellowship towards the costs of the Oxfordshire
Multiple Sclerosis Society taking over a holiday home at
Redhill for a week from 8th March, 1997. A subsidy of £2556.93
for each of 36 Oxfordshire people attending is required. It was
not known whether any Deddington people would be attending and
agreed that no contribution be made.

v 4. North and West Oxfordshire Carers Centre for support towards
their work in rural areas via the Carer Contact Scheme. Agreed
a contribution of £100 be made.

118/96 Date of Next Meeting.

The next meeting of the Parish Council will be held in the
Town Hall on Wednesday, 19th February, 1997 commencing at 7.30
pm.
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