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NEODDINGTOW PARISH COUNCTIL
Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on Wednesday,19th

November, L0997 at the Town Hall commencing at 7.30 pm,

S

Present:- Councillors Flux (Chairman), Mrs Brewer, Clinch
b ’ 3

Colley, Cosgrove, bDrake, Mrs Fisher, Miss Hill, Mrs Lee, lrs

Stevens, Mrs Swash and Todd. County Councillor Matthews and
District Councillor 0'Sullivan in attendance.

71/97 There were no apologies for absence.

72/97 Minutes of the meeting of Council held on 22nd October,
1997 .

Subject to the omission of the last sentence in Min. 63/97
97/1675 OUT, the Minutes were accepted as a true record and
signed by the Chairman.

73/97 Urgent Business.

It was agreed that the question of the future of the Horton
General Tospital be discussed at the next meeting and
parishioners ware requested to inform the Clerk of their views.

74/97 Low Cost Housing.

A meeting had been held with the Development Officer and
Architect of the OCHA attended by the Chairman, Vice-Chairman,
Cr 0ddy and the Clerk. OCHA had met Mr Watts, the Vendor's
agent and the current position is that contracts will be
exchanged with the vendor, subject to detailed planning
consent, during December,1997. Detailed drawings are to be
submitted in time for them to be discussed at the LPA Committee
meeting on 29th January, 1998, the site purchase to be
completed in January. A start on site is expected in tMarch or
April with a completion by March 1999, This programme may be
improved if it is possible to negotiate a tender, bhut
conpletion by tlarch, 1999 is a realistic date. Negular contact
with the liousing Association will be maintained to ensure that
slippage from this programme is minimised.

75/97 Recreation and Grants Committee.

Cr Mrs Lee reported as follows:-

(a) Grant Application from Friends of Hempton Church.

This is a revision of a previously submitted application some
years aco when the Council decided that a grant could not be
given until works to retard damp nenetration had heen effected.
This application is in respect of a small extension to the
Parish Room including the provision:of a French Drain, to
provi-de kitchen and disabled toilet facilities to enable the
room to be used as a meeting nlace for the village. The
estimated cost of the works excluding VAT was estimated at
£35,000 towards which a District Council Grant of 50% was
anticipated and a contribution of £5,000 from the Friends had
been earmarked. In order that the VAT could be recovered the
District Council had suggested that this Council should be
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principals in the contract which includes for the contractor
being responsible for insurance of the works. This would be the
only meeting place in the village, there being no public house
in Hempton. Following discussion it was resolved unanimously
that (i) the Parish Council be principals in the contract and
(ii) a grant from Capital Receipts and Interest not
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exceeding £12,500 be made.

/(b) A letter had been received from the District Council

enquiring whether the Parish Council intended proceeding with
the NDeddinston Circular Walk for which they were holding a
orant authorisation of £3,000. Mr & Mrs Spenseley had
volunteered to complete the necessary details and it was agreed
to thank them, take up their offer and so inform the District
Council.

(¢c) Grant Application - Deddington Netball Teams.

Details of the finances of the Club had been supplied which
showed that thev had a balance in hand of £80. Cr Mrs Lee
moved, seconded by Cr Drake that a grant of £250 be made
towards the costs of kit and practice halls. Cr Colley moved an
amendment that the Club be asked to obtain 3 quotations for the
gear and that subject to the lowest quote being less than £500
the kit and balls be purchased by this Council.The amendment
was seconded and approved by a majority vote.

(d) It was agreed to re-employ R S P A to inspect the Council's
play equipment in 1998.

(e) Cr '"rs Lee was appointed to attend a Hature Conservation
Meeting at Bodicote Ilouse on /Ath December.(d) The Sports ifobile
Roadshow will be at the Windmill Centre on 22nd December from
1.00 to 3.00 pm.

/ (f) Tots Play Area Clifton. The Clerk reported that, further to

Min.60/97(d), WUicksteed Leisure had now submitted their
quotation for the groundworks, following an on-site inspection,
totalling £2,432 plus VAT giving a total cost of £3,364 plus
VAT and thus confirming their quotation as bheing the lowest
received, :

Quotations had also been received for the fencing of the site,
including a self closing gate as follows:-

ticksteed Leisure - £1,796 plus VAT
J Spencer - Feather Hdge £710 plus VAT
do - Pallisade £721 plus VAT

It was agsreed that either quotation from J Spencer be accepted.

76/97 Lnvironment Committee.

Cr Mrs Stevens reported:-
(a) The Clerk was asked, and it wa3s agreed for him to arrange
for the polilarding of the Trees on Goose Green.
(b) The Christmas Tree for the Market Place will be delivered
on Monday next and will be placed in the newly constructed
vertical pipe. It was agreed that the illuminations should be
as in nast years.
(c) Christmas carols around the tree on Christmas Eve will
commence at 6.00pm.
(d) Cr Todd reported that the County Council contragtot, in
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77/97 Highways Committee.

Cr Mrs Brewer reported :-
(a) The County Council were now working in Deddington and had a
considerable list of Highway and Footpath Works to correct.
Blue bricks were being used in many instances providing a good
finish to footpaths.
(b) Letter from Mr Forsyth of New Street complaining about the
condition of the High Street and New Street Footpaths and
asking that the brick footpaths be reinstated. It was agreed
that this matter be discussed at the next meeting.
(¢) Letter from Mrs Hasker-Smith of Hudson Court on behalf of
the Residents Association stating that the entrance to Hudson
Court was very dark and requesting an additional light at the
entrance from Hudson Street. A new light would cost
approximately £1,425 plus administration costs. The Clerk was
asked to enquire whether the District Council had any security
grant funds remaining.
(d) The County Council Footpaths Officer was dealing with the
dumping of gravel on Cosy Lane.

78/97 Planning and Property Committee,

Cr Miss Hill reported the recommendations of her Committee as
follows:=-
Applications
97/1857TCA=- 1, Hopcraft Lane -~ Fell Leylandii Tree- Approve
subject to replacement with more suitable tree.
97/1880F - Weeping Ash, Clifton - 2 storev side extension etc -
No observations.
97/1941F & 1942LB - Castle End, Castle Street - New Garage and
Internal Alterations - Mo observations so long as the garage is
in keeping with the listed building. Fach of the
recommendations was approved.

- Merrybower Cottage, Philcote Street - Fell 2
97/1683F - 55, St John's Way, Hempton - Pitched roof over
single storey flat roof.

A aal

96557%F - Use of Farmyard off Walnut Crescent, Clifton as an
anglers Car Park.- To be heard on 16th December at 10.00 am at
Bodicote House.

79/97 Holly %Tree Club.

v/ Cr Clinch reported that matters were progressing well, an
outing to the Chipping Norton Theatre had been successful and a
wine tasting was to take place on 29th November from 6 to 9 pm.
The Willow Tree had now been removed and the lighting cable
attached to the boundary wall at a cost of £658 including VAT.

He asked whether the Council could meet this cost whieh action
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was unanimously approved. 35 members were to have Christmas
Lugch at the NOC on 1lst December.

80/97 Threatened closure of Deddington Library.

Everyone in the Parish was asked to complete the
questionnaire a copy of which will be included in the
Deddington News. Letters were received from Mrs Thompson and Mr
Stone strongly supporting the maintenance of the service in
Deddington,the latter suggesting that payment of 35p per week
from each libracy member would meet its running costs.

A sub- committee of Crs Clinch, Mrs Fisher and Todd was formed
to suppoct the retention of the library and it was hoped that
other non- members would join the group. Agreed that the 2
parishioners be thanked for their letters and the Clerk forward
copies to the County Council.

81/97 Accounts for Payment.

Accounts totalling £3,015.57 were approved for payment in
accordance with a schedule circulated at the meeting, (a copy
of which is filed with these minutes).

82/97 Investment of the Council's Funds.
The Clerk reported that at close of business on 13th November
the balances were as follows:-

L
450,000.00 Bradford & Bingley BS Bonus 120 Alc at 7.5%
100,000.00 Treasury Deposit fixed to 3.12.97 at 6.5625%
26,856.97 at 14 days notice at 5.375%
4,906,45 overnight at 3.5%
581,763.42

83/97 Correspondence.

(a) Notice from the County Council that the 491 bus service to
Banbury had been axed by the Committee. This was the main
commuter service to enable persons to get to Banbury for 8.30
am starts and was regularly used by some 6 individuals. The
Clerk said that he was negotiating with the Stagecoach Midland
Red Company in an endeavour to get the Northamptonshire
subsidised commuter service from Charlton, Croughton and Kings
Sutton rerouted through Deddington with a possible timing from
the Market Place at 7.20 am.

//(b) Letter from Tower Publications asking for permission to
print the next vevised copy of the Village Guide in 1998. The
offer, free of charge was accepted.

(c) The District Council/Parishes Meeting was to be held on
20th November and the Chairman would be attending.

(d) The District Council had awarded a small grant of £50 to
the Youth Club, but it had still not been possible to recruit
Youth Leaders.

(e) Addition to the licensees of the Blacksmiths Forge Public
House of !Mr Edward Sinclair.

(f) Letter from Langton Property Marketing Ltd inviting members
to visit ileyford Park.
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(g) The Clerk enquired whether membhers wished to increase
Cgmetery Fees from lst April, 1998. It was agreed that a
schedule of suggested revised charges be submitted to the next
meeting.
(h) An offer of £10 had been received for the old office
telephone. Agreed that the offer be accepted.
(i) Letter from CPRE Oxfordshire Buildings Preservation Trust
enquiring whether there is within the parish a building
suitable for restoration. The Trust also has funds available
from which small grants can be made towards the costs of
smaller restorations by other people.
(i) Letter of thanks from Deddington On-Line for their offer of
grant.

84/97 Date of Next Meeting - Wednesday, 17th December, 1997 at

the Town Hall corn mencing at 7.30 P,
E%
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